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Letter from the Secretary-General 

Most distinguished participants, 

If you are reading this letter, I am more than happy to announce that the Şahinkaya MUN 

team has achieved every single objective that it had put forward when founding this society in 

2012. On behalf of the most honorable Deputy Secretary-General Mr. Eren Mermer, Director-

General Ms. Bilge Derin and Deputy Director-General Ms. Derin Aydın, it is an 

overwhelming honor for me to welcome you to the Şahinkaya Model United Nations 2019. 

As the Secretary-General of the sixth edition of the Şahinkaya Model United Nations 

conference, I have been endowed with the honor of this position in order to serve you and 

create the most esteemed Academic Team, so that you the participants will leave with an 

unforgettable experience. With my friends and colleagues, we have always looked for 

greatness and academic sufficiency. Our main purpose in Model United Nations is to guide 

you in your journey to acquire a diplomatic perspective in your future careers, all while 

experiencing an entertaining conference. 

In this edition of Şahinkaya MUN 2019, our one-of-a-kind committee Russian Revolutions 

will simulate the Bolshevik Revolution. Şahinkaya Model United Nations 2019 offers you a 

new diplomatic perspective to current and historical global issues with challenging events and 

instant crises. Agenda items range from the chronic issues that the world has been fighting for 

decades. As a consequence of the agenda items being so important and relevant, the 

Secretariat expects all of the participants to read this document intensively, prepare 

thoroughly in advance, and understand their given countries’ point of view. 

In the end, I would like to thank my Academic team, Organization Team, PR and Press Teams 

for their cooperation and their relentless support in making this conference unforgettable for 

delegates, committee directors, and observers alike. 

With respects and regards, 

Gökhan Şeheri 

Secretary-General of Şahinkaya Model United Nations 2019 



Letter from the Under-Secretary-General 

Most distinguished participants,  

It is an overwhelming honour for me to welcome you all to Şahinkaya Model United Nations 

Conference 2019. My name is Egemen Büyükkaya and I am currently studying Political 

Science and International Relations at Boğaziçi University. I am very interested in world 

politics and international relations and conveying this enthusiasm through a diplomatic career 

is my ultimate aspiration. For this very purpose, I am attending Model United Nations 

conferences since 2013 in various positions and this activity has become a significant and 

indivisible part of my life.  

In today's world where politics is often misinterpreted as intrigue, MUN is a very important 

asset to fully understand this complicated concept and to develop a knowledgeable and 

inquisitive point of view for today's problems throughout the globe. In additions to these, I 

have the immense pleasure of sharing my experience and knowledge in MUN with new 

delegates and helping these delegates to comprehend the progress of finding a common 

ground for interstate conflicts through cooperation.  

I am extraordinarily excited and glad to the Under-Secretary-General of the the Russian 

Revolutions Committee in ŞahinkayaMUN 2019. In this committee, delegates will be 

working hard to address and coordinate the policies of the Bolshevik Party in 1917 on the 

edge of a revolution. I am advising the member of the Russian Revolutions Committee to play 

their part and most successfully represent their party and their personal ideologies. Lastly, I 

would like to thank Mr. Alper Örge for his unwavering support and companionship in the 

preparation of this committee. I have the tremendous honour of being a part of 

ŞahinkayaMUN since 2013 and I sincerely wish that our participants will have a great time in 

this committee both academically and socially. Should you have any academic inquiry 

regarding this committee, do not hesitate to contact me via egemenbuyukkaya@hotmail.com 

With sincere appreciation, 

Egemen Büyükkaya  

Under-Secretary-General responsible for the Russian Revolutions 1917 
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I) Introduction to the Committee: The Russian Revolution 1917 

The Russian Revolutions of 1907 is one of the most dramatic periods for the History of 

Russia and the world. These revolutions happened in the “final phase of World War I and 

removed Russia from the war and brought about the transformation of the Russian Empire 

into the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), replacing Russia’s traditional monarchy 

with the world’s first Communist state.”  1

The revolutions happened in to different and separate putsch (coup) to the authority at hand, 

first one being the February Revolution against the Empire, the second one being the October 

Revolution against the Provisional Government by Bolsheviks. We will be examining the 

October Revolution in this committee, starting from the immediate aftermath of the February 

Revolution with Lenin’s return to Russia from exile. 

The October Revolution was not a social movement or a siege that lasted months or years, it 

can be considered as an “abrupt” event as a coup. However, the abruptness of this revolution 

does not mean that it was out out nothing, the causes may be traced back nearly a century and 

these causes are of paramount importance for the study of this event. 

Prior to the revolutions, the monarchy was extremely week and vulnerable. Therefore, the last 

Emperor, aware of these vulnerabilities, imposed policies of oppression which were 

considered as apparent cases of failures. Hence, as Nicholas II grew weaker because of these, 

Vladimir Lenin, the Leader of the Bolshevik Party rose to prominence as the most powerful 

figure in Russia. Although this famous leader of the October Revolution was not even in 

Russia for the February Revolution and actually swore to “never engage in the sort of 

‘adventurism’ that had ended his brother’s life. He became of of the most prominent figures in 

the Russian history and was adventurous indeed in his passion of a Soviet Russia. 

 https://www.sparknotes.com/history/european/russianrev/context/1



II) Historical Background 

The events that led to the Russian Revolution are numerous and every detail plays a vital role 

in the progress which resolved in the February Revolution (1917). But especially the events of 

the 19th century and early 20th century were among the main reasonings behind the revolution. 

Some of the Tsar’s bad decision-making and a lack of a constitution were just a couple of 

numerous reasons that crippled the old state structure of the Russian Empire and ignited the 

flames of revolution. 

A. Russia in the Nineteenth Century 

We may track the events back to 1825, where the Decembrist Revolt took place after the death 

of Tsar Alexander II and ignited widespread political unrest and instability in Russia. 

Especially military officers that had served abroad were among the ones to support this act 

since they had been influenced by the ideals of Western Europe and saw the need of a 

constitution for The Russian Empire. Even if this revolt was quickly suppressed, the Liberal 

ideals grew ever popular in the aftermath of the initial revolt and the demand of a proper 

constitution became common.  

In the following decades, specifically in 1861, another drastic event occurred and changed the 

way the society of the Russian Empire functioned: Serfdom had formally been abolished. 

Since Russia had depended on serfdom for centuries especially in the means of its economy a 

severe economic crisis broke out and divided the former serfs and the landowners even more. 

To add onto this fact, it should be kept in mind that a significant amount of the country’s 

populations had consisted of serfs and when serfdom was abolished it created a notable 

amount of support for further reforms and thus pressuring the tsar even more.  

Open political discussions became widespread and a demand for a constitution yet again arose 

on the agenda of the people. In the second half of the 19th century mainly 1860/70’s a host of 

organizations formed in order to promote the introduction of a constitution which embodied a 

parliamentary government style and to implement socialistic values into the Russian state. 

While at first these organizations were taking actions in a peaceful manner, in 1881 Tsar 

Alexander II got assassinated and a crack down of the reformists ensued after Tsar Alexander 

III’s ascension to the throne.  



Figure 1: People in Russia in the Nineteenth Century.  2

Even if the main intention of the attack which was to ignite a revolution wasn’t successful it 

served a different purpose by inspiring the revolutionaries. In the closing years of the century, 

when Tsar Nicholas II came to power, Russia was already a powder keg and the events of the 

nearing 20th century would prove decisive. 

B. The Russian Revolution of 1905 

The events of 1905 were highly influenced by the Russo-Japanese War that started one year 

prior to the Russian Revolution of 1905. It caused civil unrest and discontent among the 

people and pulled the last strings that led to a mass protest. The date was 9th of January 1905, 

approximately 100.000 people were protesting on the streets of St. Petersburg. Their intention 

was to seek help from the tsar and explain their demands in a humane way, but they were not 

aware that at that time the tsar was not present.  

They assembled in the Palace Square and asked for the tsar to appear so that they could 

present him with a petition. Yet they instead received aggression and suppression. This 

triggered the string of events called the Russian Revolution of 1905 that quickly spread from 

the cities to the vast countryside of Russia. Despite the support of the people the imperial 

 https://www.rbth.com/arts/328333-see-19th-century-russian-society-types-photos-by-british-photograph2



government managed to defeat the revolutionaries and to protect the Tsar’s throne, yet a 

constitution was enacted for the first time in Russian Empires history.  

The other results were the creation of the State Duma and the usage of the multi-party system. 

But the most important aspect of this event was the environment that it created for the future 

revolution. 

Figure 2: A visual representation of the Bloody Sunday on 22 January 1905 when 

unarmed demonstrators led by Father Georgy Gapon were fired upon by soldiers of the 

Imperial Guard as they marched towards the Winter Palace to present a petition to Tsar 

Nicholas II of Russia.  3

C. The Great War and the Last Tsar of Russia 

“One day the great European War will come out of some damned foolish thing in the 

Balkans”, these were the words of the old chancellor of Germany, Otto von Bismarck.  

The correctness of these words would be proven when the heir to the Austro-Hungarian 

throne, Franz Ferdinand got assassinated in Sarajevo, Bosnia during a field trip. Gavrilo 

 https://www.thoughtco.com/russian-revolutions-1905-12218163



Princip, who was part of a Serbian nationalist group called the Black Hands, shot both the 

Archduke and his wife. They both died in the car the following moments of the event.  

Nearly one month after the assassination, in 23rd of July 1914, an ultimatum was sent to the 

Serbian government, yet Serbia refused the demands. After just five days Austria-Hungary 

declared war on Serbia and this sparked the beginning of the Great War. On 30th of July 

Russia declared a general mobilisation to support their Serbian allies but it was not until 1st of 

August where Russia became formally involved in the war. First the German Empire then the 

Austria-Hungarian Empire declared war on Russia. Even if France and Great Britain (After 

Belgium got attacked by Germany) joined the war on the side of Russia the situation seemed 

dire.  

In the years between 1904-05, during the Russo-Japanese wars it became clear that Russia 

needed a more modern and reformed army but despite the advices given by the ministers and 

general staff, Tsar Nicholas II failed to adapt the army to the required qualifications. These 

were the circumstances Russia was in when it entered the Great War: a numerous but weak 

army, an unstable economy and high 

unrest among the people.  

The Austro-German Armies were 

advancing from the west into the 

heartlands of Russia. The army was 

holding but the outdated equipment and 

tactics couldn’t stand against the modern 

German army and the skilled general staff. 

While that was the situation in the 

frontline in the country itself the tension 

was greater than ever, and another revolt 

was on the horizon.  

Figure 3: A portrait of Tsar Nicholas II, 

the last Emperor/Tsar of Russia.  4

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_II_of_Russia#/media/File:Император_Николай_II.jpg4



Tsar Nicholas II on the other hand decided that he would prove more useful in the frontlines 

and without even consulting his advisors properly he assigned himself to be the commander 

of the army thus leaving the country without a direct leader. In the absence of the Tsar, Tsarina 

Alexandra Feodorovna, who was influenced by a priest called Grigori Rasputin, gave him 

such immense power that he was able to appoint or dismiss government staff but at the end he 

was assassinated by the supporters of Tsar Nicholas.  

The situation in Russia went on like this: the army was losing ground on the frontline and the 

economy was going downhill thus increasing the already high tension between the people and 

the regime. This would go on until 1917 where finally the regime would lose control over the 

country. 

III) Ideological Background 

As Russian Revolutions are considered as civil unrests and mere revolutions for the case of 

Russia, it is also a “global conflict between communism and capitalism that was to dominate 

the politics of the twentieth century and redraw the map of modern ideologies.”  5

The mainstream “left” had gained a momentum of 

schism between gradualist ‘Western’ social 

democracy and revolutionary ‘Eastern’ communism 

which the latter was predominantly represented by 

the perpetuators of the Russian Revolution as 

Socialism. However, the original definition of 

Socialism developed by Karl Marx was 

dramatically different than its implementation by 

Vladimir Lenin for the case of Russia. In order tho 

understand this difference, we do need to evaluate 

the Tsarist rule in the early twentieth century. 

Figure 4: A portrait of Karl Marx.  6

 https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/5

981B4AB8C3E68ED85476F5DCDD44B0F8/9781139053600c11_p239-266_CBO.pdf/
russian_revolution_an_ideology_in_power.pdf

 https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Marx#/media/File:Karl_Marx_001.jpg6

https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Marx#/media/File:Karl_Marx_001.jpg


The early twentieth century social-democrats believed that “the Tsarist political order and the 

peasant-based agricultural economy lacked the economic base is of capitalism from which 

socialism could arise out of this ‘imperialism’.”  However, Lenin’s vision greatly differed 7

from these views, In his vision, he saw Russia’s link to imperialism as weak and defined 

imperialism as the “stage of development in which domination of monopoly and finance 

capital has taken shape; in which the export of capital has acquired pronounced importance; in 

which the division of the world by international trusts has begun; and in which the partition of 

all territory of the earth by the greatest capitalist countries has been completed.”  8

Figure 5: A photo of Lenin from his rallies for revolution in 1917.  9

This weak development of capitalism was further identified with the weak bourgeoisie in 

Russia concurrent with an exploited class of industrial workers and landless agricultural 

labourers.  Apart from these ideas, there were also many physical factors that contributed to 10

the ideological process of the Russian Revolution 1917:  11

 https://research.sociology.cam.ac.uk/news/significance-october-revolution-19177

 ibid8

 https://speakola.com/political/vladimir-ilyich-lenin-power-to-the-soviets-19179

 https://www.quora.com/What-ideology-influenced-the-1917-Russian-Revolution10

 ibid11



- Reforms and Improvements: Russia lacked many basic improvements, which had led 

to the decrease of food developments, and poor infrastructures in Russia. Many Russians 

still lived in poverty those days. They wanted a demand was a reform. 

- Freedom of speech: the Tsar didn’t give any rights for people to have the rights to speak 

and talk. For them, they needed to have that will to do. 

- Powers for people: Lenin targeted on the minds of Russians those days that, Russia 

needed people to lead the country, and the Tsar was against it. People needed to rise up. 

As mentioned, the revolutionaries represented the ideas of socialism which was based upon 

the ideas of Karl Marx. The, then, leader of the Bolshevik revolutionaries, Vladimir Lenin 

was also crucially influenced by Marx and developed a political ideology often known as 

“Marxism-Leninism” in a country that was in need of above-mentioned reforms and an 

overall change.  12

Prior to understanding the complex set of ideas of Marxism-Leninism, we must understand 

what is Marxism first. A simple yet comprehensive description of Marxism is quoted below: 

Marxism is an economic and social system based upon the political and economic 

theories of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. While it would take veritably volumes to 

explain the full implications and ramifications of the Marxist social and economic 

ideology, Marxism is summed up in the Encarta Reference Library as “a theory in 

which class struggle is a central element in the analysis of social change in Western 

societies.” Marxism is the antithesis of capitalism which is defined by Encarta as “an 

economic system based on the private ownership of the means of production and 

distribution of goods, characterized by a free competitive market and motivation by 

profit.” Marxism is the system of socialism of which the dominant feature is public 

ownership of the means of production, distribution, and exchange.  13

Keeping the above-definition in mind, we can now evaluate the difference between Marxism 

and Marxism-Leninism. Nevertheless, during the Russian Revolutions, the understanding of 

Marxist-Leninist also differed within the Bolshevik Party. However, also there were many 

 https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-hccc-worldhistory2/chapter/the-october-revolution/12

 https://www.allaboutphilosophy.org/what-is-marxism-faq.htm13



points that the ideas have converged into. Some of the major convergences were the general 

support “the idea of a vanguard party, one-party state, proletarian state-dominance over the 

economy, internationalism, opposition to bourgeois democracy, and opposition to 

capitalism.”  14

IV) Current Situation 

A. The February Revolution 

The dates were showing 23rd of February 1917 in the Russian calendar (8th March in the 

Gregorian calendar) and the people were rallying on the streets, alleys and squares. The 

discontent among the citizens of Petrograd(St. Petersburg) reached a staggering point because 

of the long-lasting neglect from the Tsar and the government.  

The main purpose of the demonstrations was to protest the lack of rations and more 

importantly the monarchy thus the Tsar. The demonstrations lasted for 8 days and significant 

events occurred during that period of time. Mass rallies took place which involved violent 

armed clashes with the Petrograd police and gendarmes (They were the last forces that stayed 

loyal to the monarchy.) 

Figure 6: Demolition of the Monument of Tsar Alexander III after the February 

Revolution.  15

 ibid14

 http://origins.osu.edu/milestones/february-2017-russia-s-february-revolution-and-precarious-politics-nostalgia15



On the 27th of February 1917 (12th of March) mutinous Russian Army forces, which were 

originally obliged with suppressing the revolts deviated and joined the ranks of the protestors 

which prominently increased the possibility of their success by a great amount. This final act 

seemed to show its effects since Tsar Nicholas II abdicated the throne just three days later, 

ending the Romanov rule over Russia. 

But while achieving their initial goal it shouldn’t be forgotten that approximately 1300 people 

were killed during the riots, from both sides. In the aftermath of the event a provisional 

government replaced the Council of Ministers. Now there are two main powers in Russia, the 

soviets and the nobles, which are not necessarily keen on appeasing each other. So the stage is 

set for someone to ignite yet another conflict. 

Figure 7: A visual representation of the February Revolution by people carrying a 

portrait of Tsar Nicholas II to a bonfire.  16

 https://www.newegg.com/Product/Product.aspx?Item=2NM-0084-2CUM116



B. Formation of the Provisional Government 

Immediately after the abdication of Nicholas II a provisional government was formed on 2nd 

of March 1917(15th of March in the Gregorian Calendar) by Georgy Lvov and the Progressive 

Bloc making them the de facto leadership of Russia. In addition it is necessary to keep in 

mind that the Opposition party namely the Socialist coalition has an active role in the 

determination and opposition aspects of the government. 

Basically, the new government was set up from the members of Duma, the Russian 

Parliament which was created after the 1905 Revolution, in the form of a provisional 

government led by Alexander Kerensky; however, initially, it seems that this government has 

not been successful in seizing 

authority from the power vacuum 

created after the abdication of the 

Tsar.  

Thereupon, the Provisional 

Government was not the only power 

figure after the February 

Revolution; there was also the 

“Petrograd Soviet”, which had a 

rule (Order No.1) that its members 

should only obey the Provisional 

Government if the Soviet agreed 

with it. Currently there is an 

existing tension like it always has 

been but whether or not this is 

going to escalate is up to the future.   

Figure 8: The formation of the 

first Provisional Government. 



V) Conclusion 

All in all, the Russian Revolution has a greatly distinct impact on the world, both physically 

and ideologically. In the aftermath, some argue that the “freest country of the world” was 

created, and some argue that “the evil ideology of communism” was eventually flourished and 

seized the eastern world. Both of these opinions were most passionately pursued in the 

twentieth century and consequently shaped the modern political thought on ideologies and 

states through decades of interaction. 

In this committee, the dominant, later narrow, composition of the Central Committee of 

Bolshevik Party will be simulated after the February Revolution. The Committee is expected 

to define its relationship with the Provisional Government and the Russian People by the 

means of cadres in the Soviets, and media using its newspaper “Pravda” meaning the truth. 

Figure 9: An 

issue of Pravda, 

the Bolshevik 

newspaper.  17

The Committee is also expected to elaborately discuss Russia’s stance in the Great War and a 

possible power sharing with the Provisional Government led by Kerensky, if not, the 

demolition of this government in line with the decisions of the Central Committee. The 

participants are also required to throughly examine their stance and pursue policies and 

opinions in line with these.

 https://prolecenter.wordpress.com/2014/11/20/pravda-the-real-truth/17


