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Letter from the Secretary-General 

Eminent participants of Şahinkaya MUN Training 2018, 

It is with utmost pleasure to welcome you all to the first all-inclusive session of Şahinkaya 

Training 2018. Organized by one of the most well-known high school MUN clubs in Turkey, 

we believe that each conference is a story its participants will be able to tell. With this aim in 

mind, we work as hard as you can imagine for providing you the best academic and 

organizational experience. This time, our organization team is led by lovely Ms. Sıla Erdem, 

ready to deliver you the usual excellence of our glory. 

A few years ago, a wise man told me that the history is now the way it is because of the ones 

who stayed silent. The ones who were too afraid to speak up shaped our roots. However, in 

my humble opinion, the principles of history are capable of evolving. Personally, since then, I 

wanted to welcome an ever-evolving history by speaking up and standing out. Thus, I wanted 

to make sure that I was heard, and MUN gave me just that. This is the reason this platform is 

so special for me and I hope will be for you as well. This generation and century needs people 

like us; who are not afraid to oppose or to support, who are not afraid to stand up and make 

themselves heard, and who are not afraid to change or at least shape the world in their own 

pretty way. 

This time, ECOSOC will simulate a necessary topic: the Sustainable Development Goal 11 as 

a part of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. Knowing that our globe cannot develop 

half-complete, each delegate will have to take responsibility in the humanitarian way we 

need. For the making of this committee, I would like to thank the Under-Secretary-General of 

this committee Ms. Şevval Başak for her responsibility and amazing work on this guide, 

responding to my requests and comments nearly at the moment I deliver them, as well as 

being one of the most enthusiastic people I’ve ever known. Thus, a special thank you goes to 

Mr. Berke Yavuz for his contribution to this guide. Both of them are one of the reasons that 

our conference is so well-packed on academic means. 

Lastly, remember to stand out and be unique. Let the history be ever-evolving, in your own 

understanding of it. Şahinkaya glory welcomes you back! 

Yours truly, 

Selin Ayaz 

Secretary-General of Şahinkaya MUN Training 2018 
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Letter from the Committee Board 

Highly distinguished participants of Economic and Social Council, 

It is our utmost pleasure to welcome you all to the Şahinkaya MUN Training 2018. We totally 

believe the fact that MUN is a legacy which we feel more than grateful to participate in. Since 

the beginning of our MUN journey, we achieved and learn so many things. Our MUN 

experiences affected us in every division of life. We learned how to use our voices for the 

society which need help. We are studying at Şahinkaya Hexagon High School and we have 

been participating MUN conferences since we have started high school. 

Upon our agenda item there are some points we would like to mention before the conference 

held. The legacy and achievements of the Millennium Development Goals provide valuable 

lessons and experience to begin work on the new goals. But unfortunately, for the millions of 

people around the world the job remains unfinished. Politicians need to go the last mile on 

ending hunger, achieving full gender equality, improving health services and getting every 

child into school beyond primary. In this case, Sustainable Development Goals have an 

important role. 

This year ECOSOC has an important agenda item which is Sustainable Development Goal 

11. This goal encourages us to build more sustainable cities and communities by 2030. SDG 

11 provides good quality of life, natural open spaces, reduced waste, equality, access, sense of 

community, clean air and water quality, and environmental diversity. As a result, SDG 11 

plays a key role in 21st century.  

In this committee, we are looking forward to have a fruitful debate and find efficient solutions 

to provide sustainable cities all over the world.  

We promise that Şahinkaya MUN Training 2018 will be a rewarding experience for all of the 

delegates. We wish you all a great conference, unforgettable memories and a great time.  

Last but not least, we would like to thank our Secretary-General Ms. Selin Ayaz for her 

endless support to us and her amazing effort. 

If you have any questions about study guide or committee or conference please do not 

hesitate to contact us via sevvalbasak@hotmail.com    

Best Regards, 

Şevval Başak 

Berke Yavuz 
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I.  Introduction to United Nations Economic and Social Council 

Economic and Social Council (hereinafter referred as ECOSOC or the Council) is one of the six 

main organs of the United Nations established by the Charter of the UN in 1946. It is the 

principal body for coordination, policy review, policy dialogue and recommendations on 

economic, social and environmental issues, as well as for implementation of the internationally 

agreed development goals. Also ECOSOC is the UN’s largest and the most complex subsidiary 

body. Therewithal, ECOSOC serves as the central mechanism for the activities of the United 

Nations organs, its specialized agencies, and supervises the subsidiary and expert bodies in the 

economic, social and environmental fields. 

ECOSOC engages with a wide variety of stakeholders -policymakers, parliamentarians, 

academics, major groups, foundations, business sector representatives and more than 3,200 

registered non-governmental organizations- in a productive dialogue on sustainable development 

through a programmatic cycle of meetings. The work of the Council is guided by an issue-based 

approach, and there is an annual theme that accompanies each programmatic cycle, ensuring a 

sustained and focused discussion among multiple stakeholders. 

 

II. Agenda Item: Adjusting Sustainable Development Goal 11: Sustainable 

Cities and Communities 

A. Background of Sustainable Cities and Communities 

1. History of the Development Agendas 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were born at the United Nations Conference on 

Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro in 2012. The objective was to produce a set of 

universal goals that met the urgent environmental, political and economic challenges that the 

world is currently facing. 

The SDGs have replaced and succeeded the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which 

initiated a global effort in 2000 to tackle the indignity of poverty. The MDGs have 

established measurable and universally-agreed objectives for tackling extreme poverty and 

hunger, preventing deadly diseases, and expanding primary education to all children, among 

other development priorities. 

For 15 years, the MDGs drove progress in several important areas: reducing income poverty, 

providing much needed access to water and sanitation, driving down child mortality, and 

drastically improving maternal health. They also kick-started a global movement for free 

primary education, inspiring countries to invest in their future generations 
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The legacy and achievements of the MDGs provide valuable lessons and experience to begin 

the work on new goals. However, for millions of people around the world, the job remains 

unfinished. Politicians need to go to the last mile on ending hunger, achieving full gender 

equality, improving health services and getting every child into school beyond primary. The 

SDGs are also an urgent call to shift the world onto a more sustainable path. 

2. Goal 11 Targets 

● By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic 

services and upgrade slums 

● By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport 

systems for all, improving road safety, notably by expanding public transport, with 

special attention to the needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, children, 

persons with disabilities and older persons 

● By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity for 

participatory, integrated and sustainable human settlement planning and management 

in all countries 

● Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage 

● By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected 

and substantially decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic 
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product caused by disasters, including water-related disasters, with a focus on 

protecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations 

● By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by 

paying special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management 

● By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public 

spaces, in particular for women and children, older persons and persons with 

disabilities 

● Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peri-urban 

and rural areas by strengthening national and regional development planning 

● By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting 

and implementing integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, 

mitigation and adaptation to climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and 

implement, in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-

2030, holistic disaster risk management at all levels 

● Support least developed countries, including through financial and technical 

assistance, in building sustainable and resilient buildings utilizing local materials 

 

3. Goals in Action 

● A Guilt-Free Holiday 

Montenegro is an ideal destination for the fans of wild beauty. This small Western Balkan 

country is not only rich in nature, but also has deep historical roots. An average tourist 

visiting Montenegro emits 6.5 kg of carbon-dioxide equivalent per day, also known as their 

carbon footprint. Put thousands of tourists together and any tourist destination is immediately 

at risk of being spoiled. Even though the economy may benefit in the short-term, if local 

riches are damaged or destroyed, they will no longer be available in the long-term. That's 

where UNDP in Montenegro and the GEF decided to step in. 

To begin with, they have developed new bike routes and improved existing ones. The newly 

re-opened one in the village of Kameno offers 7.5 kilometres of inland routes with unspoiled 

countryside, gently rolling hills and rural roads. 

Another major initiative has been the installation of smart solar benches throughout 

Montenegro.This new urban furniture doubles as charging stations for phones. But it also 

offers useful data, monitoring air quality in the environment with built-in sensors. 
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● After A Cyclone, A Stronger Home And Future 

A huge storm, which hit Samoa in 2012, left a trail of devastation throughout her village of 

Siumu, and beyond. 

The Cyclone that hit the country on December 13, 2012 killed at least five people and 

displaced almost 5,000. There were major repercussions for household subsistence with the 

destruction of crops, fruit trees, agricultural assets, livestock and fishing gear. A “Government 

of Samoa Needs Assessment Report” estimated the cost of damages and losses at some 

US$204 million - very significant given the small size of the Samoan economy. 

In the aftermath of the Cyclone, UNDP supported the Government in introducing the Human 

Recovery Needs Assessment (HRNA) methodology, designed to explore the human impact of 

natural disasters, and find those who had the greatest need. 

After responding to the immediate needs of those affected, UNDP was requested by the 

Government of Samoa to assist in tackling housing needs for the most vulnerable, such as 

families with young children or senior citizens and persons with disabilities, as well as low 

income households. The Cyclone Evan Shelter Reconstruction Project also focused on 

reconstruction of destroyed dwellings with a “build back better” ethos. 

 

4. Aim of Goal 11 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), otherwise known as the Global Goals, are a 

universal call for action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure  peace and prosperity for 

all people. 

These 17 Goals had been built on the success of the Millennium Development Goals, while 

including new areas such as climate change, economic inequality, innovation, sustainable 

consumption, peace and justice, among other priorities. The goals are interconnected – often 

the key to success on one will involve tackling issues more commonly associated with 

another. 

The SDGs work in the spirit of partnership and pragmatism to make the right choices now to 

improve life in a sustainable way for future generations. They provide clear guidelines and 

targets for all countries to adopt in accordance to their own priorities and the environmental 

challenges of the world at large. The SDGs have an inclusive agenda. They tackle the root 

causes of poverty and unite us together to make a positive change for both people and planet. 

“Poverty eradication is at the heart of the 2030 Agenda, and so is the commitment to leave 

no-one behind,” UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner said. “The Agenda offers a unique 

opportunity to put the whole world on a more prosperous and sustainable development path. 

In many ways, it reflects what UNDP was created for.” 

The SDGs are unique in that they cover issues that affect our world. They reaffirm 

international commitment to end poverty, permanently, everywhere. They are ambitious in 
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making sure no one is left behind. More importantly, they provide more sustainable, safer, 

more prosperous planet for all humanity. 

 

5. United Nations Development Program Support to the Implementation of the 

Sustainable Development Goals 

There is an imperative today to foster sustainable development. A vision for what this 

encapsulates is laid out in the new sustainable development agenda that aims to end poverty, 

promote prosperity and people’s well-being while protecting the environment by 2030. As the 

UN’s Development arm, UNDP has a key role to play in supporting countries to make this 

vision a reality—putting societies on a sustainable development pathway, managing risk and 

enhancing resilience, and advancing prosperity and well-being. 

Building on its core strengths -a large country network in more than 170 countries and 

territories, a principal coordination role within the UN Development System, and the proven 

ability in supporting efforts to reduce poverty, inequality and exclusion, and protect vital 

ecosystems- UNDP has outlined a vision in its Strategic Plan 2014-17 focused on making the 

next big breakthrough in development: to help countries achieve the simultaneous eradication 

of poverty and significant reduction of inequalities and exclusion. While ambitious, this 

vision is within reach and significant inroads can be made in eradicating poverty, reducing 

inequalities and exclusion, and safeguarding the environment. 

In line with this vision, UNDP has worked with the United Nations Development Group 

(UNDG) in developing a strategy for effective and coherent implementation support of the 

new sustainable development agenda under the acronym ‘MAPS’ (Mainstreaming, 

Acceleration, and Policy Support). The Mainstreaming component of MAPS aims to generate 

awareness amongst all relevant actors and help governments land the agenda at national and 

local levels; and ultimately to mainstream the agenda into their national plans, strategies and 

budgets. The Acceleration component focuses on helping governments accelerate progress on 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) targets, by providing tools that will help identify 

critical constraints to faster progress and focus on those development objectives that are more 

relevant to the country context. 

The Policy Support component aims to provide coordinated and pooled policy support to 

countries working to meet their SDG targets. In this regard, UNDP offers an integrated 

package of policy support services that align with its programming priorities. These services, 

as outlined in the prospectus, cover a wide range of areas: poverty reduction, inclusive growth 

and productive employment, gender equality and the empowerment of women, HIV and 

health, access to water and sanitation, climate change adaptation, access to sustainable 

energy, sustainable management of terrestrial ecosystems, oceans governance, and promotion 

of peaceful and inclusive societies. 
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Well-equipped with this integrated package of policy support services, UNDP stands ready to 

support country partners to effectively implement the new development agenda and make 

long-term economic prosperity, human and environmental well-being a reality. 

      

B.  Key Terms and Definitions 

Urban area: An urban area is an area where many people live and work close together. The 

population density is higher than in the surrounding area. It is where buildings are close 

together. 

Rural area: A rural area is an open swath of land that has few homes or other buildings, and 

not very many people. The Health Resources and Services Administration of the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services defines the word rural as encompassing "...all 

population, housing, and territory not included within an urban area. Whatever is not urban is 

considered rural." 

Climate change: A change in global or regional climate patterns, in particular a change 

apparent from the mid to late 20th century onwards and attributed largely to the increased 

levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide produced by the use of fossil fuels. 

Human settlement: A human settlement is an organized grouping of human habitation. 

Settlements can involve lots of people, or just a few. 

Sustainable transportation: Sustainable transport refers to the broad subject of transport that 

is sustainable in the senses of social, environmental and climate impacts and the ability to, in 

the global scope, supply the source energy indefinitely. The system must provide mobility 

and accessibility to all urban residents in a safe and environment friendly mode of transport. 

This is a complex and difficult task when the needs and demands of people belonging to 

different income groups are not only different but also often conflicting.  

          

C. Creating a Possible Sustainable Development Plan 

Integrating social, economic and environmental objectives, taking account of their 

implications for different socio-economic groups and for future generations, poses many 

technical and political difficulties. First, countries need to have a vision of progress and where 

they want to go in the future. Such a vision must reflect the country’s history and core values 

and be widely shared among the public as well as economic and other actors across the 

political spectrum. They also need multi-stakeholder cooperation (including representatives of 

government, business, labor and civil society) to examine available policy options and 

translate the broad vision into specific short and long-term objectives at the national and local 

levels. 
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Mechanisms for cross-sectoral policy integration are essential to examine the interaction 

between policy decisions taken at different levels and in different sectors and their 

implications for different socio-economic groups. These must provide for the active 

participation of civil society and private sector stakeholders in policy formulation and 

planning at various levels.       

Therefore, capacity to monitor current social, economic and environmental conditions and 

likely future trends is necessary to be able to assess options and constraints, define realistic 

objectives, monitor progress towards agreed goals and identify necessary changes of course. 

Following principles represent a set of desirable features of sustainable development 

strategies: 

● Country-led and nationally-owned, countries must take the lead and initiative in 

developing their own strategies. Sustainable development strategies cannot emerge 

from outside pressures. 

● Rooted in a vision of long-term development, the vision should reflect a consensus 

among social, economic and political stakeholders across the political spectrum. High-

level government commitment to the vision is also essential. 

● Defined through a participatory process involving civil society, the private sector and 

political stakeholders to open up debate, expose issues to be addressed, and build 

consensus and political support on action. 

● Focused on ensuring sustained beneficial impacts on disadvantaged and marginalized 

groups, notably the poor. 

● Comprehensive and integrated, strategies should seek to integrate economic, social 

and environmental objectives through mutually supportive policies. But where 

integration cannot be achieved, and hard choices have to be made, they should be 

negotiated in a transparent and participative manner. Ensuring transparency and 

accountability is therefore essential. 

In developing the strategy key it is essential to: 

● Build on existing strategies and processes, rather than adding additional ones, and 

focus on improving the convergence, complementarity and coherence between 

different planning frameworks and policies. This requires mechanisms to coordinate 

different processes, and to identify and resolve potential conflicts, as well as good 

communication and information dissemination with a premium on transparency and 

accountability. 

● Set targets that are realistic and can be monitored linked to clear budgetary 

priorities, targets need to be challenging but realistic in relation to financial and other 

constraints. The strategy needs to be fully integrated into the budget process to ensure 
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that financial resources are available to translate it into action. Conversely, the 

formulation of budgets must take account of the priorities highlighted in the strategy. 

There can be no “one size fits all” approach to sustainable development. Each country must 

chart its own course, in line with its culture, history, social and economic priorities, and 

prevailing institutions and political structures. The environmental challenges faced by 

different countries, which reflect geographical, ecological and climatic factors, are also very 

diverse and translate into highly differentiated constraints, opportunities and priorities. This is 

why there are many interpretations of sustainable development. But some critical sustainable 

development challenges are global.  

1. Supporting positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peri-

urban and rural areas by strengthening national and regional development planning 

National Urban Policies and Regional Development Plans (NUP-RDP) promote coordinated 

urban development. This indicator is measurable: UN-Habitat has worked for over five years 

to develop tools for its measurability. It is also implementable: UN-Habitat has been working 

in over 40 countries to support the development and implementation of policies and plans. 

NUP-RDP are fundamental to build linkages between human settlements of various sizes 

within a national system of cities. They can bring together sectoral policies; connect national 

and sub-national governments; and strengthen urban, peri-urban, and rural links. 

NUP-RDP is excellent tools for resource allocation across cities to reduce spatial inequalities. 

Numerous tools are available which contain existing data on national urban policy and 

regional development plans and can act as key elements of a methodological framework for 

this indicator. 

In the countries where NUP and RDP are being implemented, harmonious development of the 

social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainability can be more easily achieved. 

Such departures and recognition will help secure more equitable, sustainable and balanced 

development because the challenges of cities and towns will be viewed from a more informed 

angle and thus the solutions and options for sustainable change are more appropriate. The 

following ten priority areas have been identified by UN-Habitat as possible action entry 

points: 

● Spatial Flows of Products, Services and Information/Expertise Between Urban and 

Rural Areas 

● Reducing Environmental Impact in Rural-Urban Convergences 

● Urban – Rural Continuum in the face of Conflicts and Disasters 

● Mobility and Migration between Urban and Rural Areas 

● Rural urbanization: the development of small and intermediate towns  

● Territory and Spatial Planning for Balanced Urban and Rural Development 
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● Food Security, Systems and a ‘sustainability chain’ for All 

● Enhancing Legislative and Governance and Capacity for Urban-Rural Partnerships  

● Inclusive Investment and Finance in both Urban and Rural Areas 

● A Global Partnership on Promoting Urban-Rural Linkages 

 

D. Sustainable Transport System 

1. Public Transportation 

Public Transportation is transport of passengers by group travel systems available for use by 

the general public, typically managed on a schedule, operated on established routes, and that 

charge a posted fee for each trip. Examples of public transport include city buses, trolley-

buses, trams (or light rail) and passenger trains, rapid transit (metro/subway/underground, 

etc.) and ferries. Public transport between cities is dominated by airlines, coaches, and 

intercity rail. High-speed rail networks are being developed in many parts of the world. 

Transportation systems help to ensure people can reach everyday destinations, such as jobs, 

schools, healthy food outlets and healthcare facilities, safely and reliably. Public 

transportation services play an important role for people who are unable to drive, including 

those without access to personal vehicles, children, individuals with disabilities, and older 

adults. 

● Benefits of Public Transportation  

Public transportation system provides opportunities for increased physical activity in the form 

of walking or biking on either end of the trip (e.g., from home to bus stop or from train stop to 

office) and reduced motor vehicle travel. Despite these benefits, many people views walking 

and bicycling within their communities unfavorably because of barriers such as disability, 

age, chronic disease, inconvenience or safety concerns about traffic and a lack of sidewalks, 

crosswalks, and bicycle facilities. Air pollution from motor vehicles continues to contribute to 

adverse respiratory and cardiovascular health effects. Nitrogen oxides and volatile organic 

compounds react with sunlight to create ozone. Carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, and ozone 

are associated with a variety of health problems including myocardial ischemia, chest pain, 

coughing, throat irritation, and airway inflammation, and can worsen bronchitis, emphysema, 

and asthma. Particulate matter, which is produced by engine exhaust and tire and brake wear, 

is associated with an increased risk of respiratory and cardiovascular disease. With the usage 

of Public Transportation system detrimental effects can be reduced. On other hand Public 

transportation systems are associated with reductions in several health risk factors such as 

motor vehicle crashes, air pollution, and physical inactivity. A systematic review examining 

public transportation use and physical activity found that use of public transport was 

associated with an additional 8 to 33 minutes of walking per day.  
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2. Shipping Routes for Public 

Shipping routes mostly happen with ferries. Ferries form a part of the public transport 

systems of many waterside cities and islands, allowing direct transit between points at a 

capital cost much lower than bridges or tunnels. Besides the cost, ferries are seen beneficial 

for environment as well, compared to the vehicles that would be in use if a bridge had been 

built. 

 

E. Rapid Urbanization 

1. Enhancing Urban Resilience To Climate Change And Disaster Risk 

Most of the world’s population now lives in towns and cities that are disproportionately 

located along coasts and rivers, and therefore faces substantial risks posed by hydro-

meteorological shocks and stresses. Moreover, with rapid unplanned growth, urban areas in 

many cases retain high socioeconomic vulnerability, such as urban poverty, informal 

settlements, lack of municipal services, land tenure issues, etc., which are exacerbated by the 

exposure to climate-related shocks. This has given rise to a growing interest in the concept of 

urban climate change resilience (UCCR), which recognizes the complexity of rapid 

urbanization and uncertainties associated with climate change.  

In the context of work on climate change, development, and natural hazards, resilience is 

generally understood to mean the ability of systems to “absorb disturbance and reorganize 

while undergoing change so as to still retain essentially the same function, structure, identity, 

and feedbacks”. Climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity with which climate 

shocks and stresses occur, rendering historical records alone less effective in predicting the 

future. Crucially, the resilience of a city depends on the overall performance and capacity of 

its systems, not solely on its ability to manage disaster risk, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 

or adapt to the impacts of climate change. 

Achieving resilient outcomes demand that a series of principles are integrated into any 

UCCR-related efforts. Based on experiences of cities, these principles include the following: 

● Combining hard and soft measures.  Capacities, networks, and behavior (of 

individuals, communities, and institutions) are as critical as physical systems during 

disruption. Soft measures include new regulations, technology and information 

systems, and social networks.  

● Addressing today’s problems while embedding a long-term vision: The future is 

now.  Cities’ decision makers often find it difficult to look beyond current challenges, 

particularly when change is unpredictable. Planning processes should begin by 

addressing the current needs (e.g., water supply or urban drainage). Building on 

existing issues and analyzing how climate change might affect or increase existing 

hazard risk is one way to bring future scenarios into current decision making.  
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● Tapping into local expertise.  Engaging local technical experts (e.g., researchers and 

academics) enables dialogues to be held on a sustained basis. 

● Building leadership and local action.  Efforts to build resilience are most likely to be 

accelerated and sustained through strong leadership, driving commitment, and 

accountability with active community engagement to build awareness. 

●  Focusing on vulnerable communities.  The 

litmus test for a meaningful urban resilience 

approach is its relevance to the interests of poor 

or vulnerable households. While resilience 

measures must be provided at multiple levels, it 

is important to constantly ask “resilience for 

whom?” to establish their practical value and to 

ensure that equity concerns are kept at the heart 

of the agenda. 

 

2. Waste Management 

Solid and fluid (liquid and gas) wastes and their disposal methods have gradually become an 

added treat to the environment of developing countries as they progressively move towards 

industrialization. The rapid rural-urban shift and increased population of many African, Asian 

and South American countries have also intensified and contributed their quota to the 

pollution hazards on and in the environment. Inadequate information and insufficient 

resources such as technology finance, facility and policy execution capability are limiting 

factors observed to hinder an efficient method to fight and reduce environmental pollution 

caused by domestic and industrial wastes. 

In  developing  urban  areas  massive  wastes generally  consist  of  domestic  garbage,  

organic  litter, plant leaves, branches, logs, spoiled agric produce. When these wastes are  

improperly  disposed -which  is  generally  the  case- they  constitute  threat  to  air,  water,  

land,  vegetable, wildlife and humans. Sickness and disease epidemics often occur  when  

sewage,  garbage  wastes  and  unwanted substances  are  not  properly  disposed  of  and  

well-managed.  

The  situation  is  quite  similar  in  rural surroundings, but because human population 

pressure is usually  lower  than  that  of the  urban  communities,  the impacts and  

repercussions are less severe.  In addition, some of these waste types may not exist in remote 

rural areas. While solid wastes may be found in rural communities, industrial wastes and toxic 

inorganic chemicals  are  rare  in  rural  areas  at  great distances from large factories, 

manufacturing industries. However,  the ecosystems of watersheds, inland waterways, 

shoreline and  coastal  creeks  close  to  these  anthropogenic activities  are  at  constant  risk  

of  pollution  and degradation.  

Currently, many products made from materials that could be recycled are being made. This 

minimizes the cost and contributes to a cleaner environment. A recyclable material is one that 
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could be molded and reprocessed with the aim of being reused for the same purpose or 

another purpose in the future.  Recycling  involves  the  concentration  of  use waste  

materials,  their  reprocessing  (if  required)  and their subsequent reutilization in place of new 

materials.  

In case of treatment, storage and disposal are also seen as several options available for 

hazardous waste management. The  most desirable will aim at  reducing the quantity of waste  

at its  source  or  to recycle  the  materials  for  some other productive  use.  Nevertheless,  

while  reduction  and recycling are desirable options, they are not regarded as the  final  

remedy  to  the  problem  of  hazardous  waste disposal.  There will always  be  a  need  for  

adequate treatment as well as for proper storage, transportation or disposal of some amount of 

hazardous waste from time to time 

One problem posed by hazardous waste 

incineration is the potential for air pollution.   The 

use of pollution-free incinerators and other 

equipment for burning and reducing wastes to 

ashes are effective when utilized as appropriately. 

The ash end-product  of  incinerator-treated-

wastes could  be effectively  used  as  components  

of  manure  and environmental  friendly  

fertilizers  for  agricultural  and horticultural 

purposes.  

 

3. Air Quality 

Industrialization and urbanization have intensified environmental health risks and pollution, 

especially in developing countries. Air pollution, lead poisoning, inadequate water supply, 

sanitation and hygiene, and hazardous waste cause debilitating and fatal illnesses, create 

harmful living conditions, and destroy ecosystems. Pollution stunts economic growth and 

exacerbates poverty and inequality in both urban and rural areas. Poor people, who cannot 

afford to protect themselves from the negative impacts of pollution, often suffer the most. 

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), an estimated 12.6 million people die 

from environmental health risks annually. Air pollution has become the fourth highest risk 

factor for premature deaths – one in 10 deaths worldwide is attributable to air pollution 

exposure. While the challenge of pollution is a global one, the impacts are overwhelmingly 

felt in developing countries. About 95 percent of adults and children affected by pollution-

related illnesses live in low and middle-income countries. 

The World Bank Group works with developing countries and development partners to reduce 

pollution, implement proper waste management, improve water and air quality, and promote 

clean development for healthier lives and better economic opportunity. World Bank commits 
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(IBRD/IDA) to pollution management and environmental health totals more than US$ 8.3 

billion. 

The Bank provides technical assistance, financing and knowledge products that cover various 

topics such as improved air and water quality, integrated waste management and many other 

environmental issues. 

For example, policy-based loans in Peru (completed at the end of 2016), Bank supported 

reforms helped improve air quality in the country’s largest cities by reducing the content of 

sulfur in diesel, converting vehicles so they can run on natural gas instead of other polluting 

fuels, and setting up a system to ensure that vehicles’ emissions are within permissible limits. 

The same program also supported the establishment and strengthening of the organizations 

that are responsible for developing and implementing environmental policies in Peru. 

Despite limits on air pollution in the European Union, many cities have been exceeding these 

limits for years. Citizens and environmental organizations have taken cities to court, and the 

European Commission is also taking some EU member states to task for failing to improve air 

quality. Some cities are seeking their own solutions: Paris, Madrid and Athens are ready to 

completely ban diesel cars from city streets by 2025. Other cities implement temporary diesel 

car bans if smog levels are too high. In Germany, politicians are debating requiring a "blue 

badge" for cars that meet certain emission restrictions before they can enter cities.           

 

4. Safe and Affordable Housing 

Adequate housing requires the availability of services, materials, facilities and infrastructure, 

including access to water and sanitation; heating, cooling, and lighting; energy; washing 

facilities; food storage and refuse disposal; as well as emergency services. Adequate housing 

requires thoughtful location to allow access to employment options, health-care services, 

schools, childcare centers and other social facilities. 

Adequate housing must be affordable. Since affordability will differ for women and men in 

many contexts, it is important to take into account the gender disparity in income and access 

to financial resources, and to prioritize the allocation of social or public housing to those who 

are unable to meet the cost of housing. 

A good home gives families a base to build the foundations of society. A good home can give 

people physical and financial security, let them care for one another in healthy living 

conditions and encourage and empower them to seek better jobs, including paying work done 

at home. The right to adequate, affordable housing is promised in the constitutions and laws 

of more than 100 countries, but these rights are often inadequately implemented. There is 

currently a worldwide shortage of affordable housing. 
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Society faces three critical challenges in finding affordable urban housing: 

● Lack of core services in informal settlements and slums 

In many rapidly urbanizing areas, large segments of the population live in substandard 

housing with uncertain property rights, with limited access to basic services such as 

clean water, toilets, electricity and garbage collection. More than 828 million people 

were living in informal settlements in the global South in 2010 -one-third of its urban 

population- and the challenges expected to get worse as urbanization intensifies in 

Asia and Africa. UN Habitat estimates there will be 889 million living in slums by 

2020. The global affordable housing gap will grow from 330 million urban 

households now to 440 million by 2025, which means over 1.6 billion people living 

without affordable legal housing worldwide. 

● Need for support for housing rental markets 

Policies that set eligibility requirements for formal renting or homeownership often 

lock out the poor, as they require extensive documentation -such as proof of 

employment and wages- that is unavailable to those who work in the informal 

economy.  A healthy housing market includes a range of options and arrangements. 

Emphasis on one type of housing arrangement leads to shortages for important 

segments of the city’s population, especially for the poor and lower middle class, who 

often then end up in informal and less secure living arrangements. 

● Underutilized land in city centers 

Creating secure, affordable housing in and around cities -rather than in distant areas- 

is essential to ensure economic productivity, environmental sustainability and equity 

for the whole metropolis. If there isn’t enough affordable housing in the city, more 

poor and lower middle class residents will be pushed to the outskirts, far from 

infrastructure, social networks and existing jobs, creating long travel times and 

additional expenses. Location and access to services matter. 

 

5. Providing Universal Access To Safe, Inclusive And Accessible, Green Public Spaces 

Having sufficient public space allows cities and regions to function efficiently and equitably. 

Open space in urban environments provides many advantages: formal and informal sport and 

recreation, preservation of natural environments, provision of green space. Thus green space 

must be a key consideration in urban planning if the health of a city and its people are both 

considered important. A new, broader view of parks has also recently been emerging. This 

new view focuses on how policymakers, practitioners, and the public can begin to think about 

parks as valuable contributors to larger urban policy objectives, such as job opportunities, 

youth development, public health, and community building. 

 

As the world’s cities continue to grow, continuing to value green space in cities is vital: but is 

also a challenge, particularly in developing nations where there is pressure for space, 

resources and development. Urban parks also contribute to environmental benefits. Because a 
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network of parks and open spaces that include protected natural lands, ecological reserves, 

wetlands, and other green areas is critical to providing healthy habitats for humans, wildlife 

and plants in these densely built places. Natural landscapes are vital to preserving regional 

ecosystems amid growing cities. 

 

F. Integrated and Sustainable Settlement 

The concept of a human settlement is both social and physical, and it can be defined as having 

two components: a human group, and 

the habitat of this group. This 

important distinction makes it clear 

that settlements are not just roads, 

houses and other infrastructure: they 

are also sets of social relationships. 

Defined in this way the issues of 

human settlements are wide-ranging; 

population, pollution, employment, 

social welfare, health and food as well 

as the more normally understood 

questions of shelter. Since nearly everything that happens to society takes place in 

settlements, the subject matter is life as a whole. The attempt to put human settlements at the 

centre of discussion therefore implies a new way of looking at the totality of life, and in the 

words of Barbara Ward 'to examine global human experience not in all its "minute 

particulars" but in the close web of interdependence which holds it all together and largely 

determines the impact of each separate part'. It seeks to replace or complement a sectoral 

approach to problems with an analysis of the whole. 

Sustainable human settlement was also discussed at the second and third sessions of the 

Commission on Sustainable Development. "Promoting sustainable human settlements 

development" is the subject of Chapter 7 of Agenda 21, which calls for: 

● providing adequate shelter for all; 

● improving human settlements management;  

● promoting sustainable land-use planning and management;          

● promoting the integrated provision of environmental infrastructure: water, sanitation, 

drainage and solid waste management; 

● promoting sustainable energy and transport systems in human settlements; 

● promoting human settlements planning and management in disaster-prone areas; 

● promoting sustainable construction industry activities; and 

● promoting human resource development and capacity-building for human settlements 

development 
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III. Conclusion 

Sustainable development goals have a significant role in today’s century. They are a universal 

call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and 

prosperity. Sustainable Development Goals deal with important global challenges that have 

effects all over the world. SDG 11 encourages governments to build sustainable cities in order 

to make peoples’ lives better. It is important to focus on development planning, air quality, 

waste management, safe and affordable housing and transportation system. While considering 

all these issues, politicians should deliberate all the countries and take common actions.  

 

IV. Questions to be Addressed  

● How can governments enhance urban resilience to climate change? 

● Is it possible to reduce disaster risk especially in urban areas? 

● What kind of actions can be taken in order to improve air quality in cities? 

● How can governments provide safe and affordable housing to the society? 

● What kind of educational actions can be started in order to inform people about the 

SDG 11 and its targets? 

● How can governments create sustainable development plan? 

● What kind of regulation is needed in order to mitigate industrial air pollution in urban 

areas? 

● Is it possible to make green public spaces? 

● Is the usage of Public Transportation has benefits more than the detriments? 
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