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Letter from the Secretary-General 

Most distinguished participants, 

If you are reading this letter, I am more than happy to announce that the Şahinkaya MUN 

team has achieved every single objective that it had put forward when founding this society 

in 2012. On behalf of the most honorable Deputy Secretary-General Mr. Eren Mermer, 

Director-General Ms. Bilge Derin and Deputy Director-General Ms. Derin Aydın, it is an 

overwhelming honor for me to welcome you to the Şahinkaya Model United Nations 2019. 

As the Secretary-General of the sixth edition of the Şahinkaya Model United Nations 

conference, I have been endowed with the honor of this position in order to serve you and 

create the most esteemed Academic Team, so that you the participants will leave with an 

unforgettable experience. With my friends and colleagues, we have always looked for 

greatness and academic sufficiency. Our main purpose in Model United Nations is to guide 

you in your journey to acquire a diplomatic perspective in your future careers, all while 

experiencing an entertaining conference. 

In this edition of Şahinkaya MUN 2019, DISEC will simulate two important topics being 

Yemen and post-conflict rehabilitation. Şahinkaya Model United Nations 2019 offers you a 

new diplomatic perspective to current and historical global issues with challenging events 

and instant crises. Agenda items range from the chronic issues that the world has been 

fighting for decades. As a consequence of the agenda items being so important and relevant, 

the Secretariat expects all of the participants to read this document intensively, prepare 

thoroughly in advance, and understand their given countries’ point of view. 

In the end, I would like to thank my Academic team, Organization Team, PR and Press Teams 

for their cooperation and their relentless support in making this conference unforgettable for 

delegates, committee directors, and observers alike. 

With respects and regards, 

Gökhan Şeheri 

Secretary-General of Şahinkaya Model United Nations 2019 
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Letter from the Under-Secretary-General 

Esteemed participants, 

It is my utmost pleasure to welcome you all to the Disarmament and International Security 

Committee of Şahinkaya MUN 2019 on behalf of our Secretary-General Gökhan Şeheri, 

Director-General Bilge Derin and each member of the Secretariat and organization team. 

My name is Selin Ayaz, currently a junior in her third year in Model UN community. Having 

left some 20 conferences behind, my main aim in each conference I attend is to make each 

participant leave with ultimate satisfaction. Since our team has been working relentlessly for 

more than six months to provide you with the best academic and organizational experience, I 

sincerely believe that this edition of Şahinkaya MUN will be a rewarding and unforgettable 

experience for you, being no different than its previous sessions. 

This year, Disarmament and International Security Committee will focus on two important 

agendas: the conflict in Yemen and post-conflict zones. In my humble opinion, one of the 

most important qualifications a great committee should have is a comfortable platform for 

each participant to learn and speak up. I sincerely believe our agendas will provide you just 

that.  

Before ending it to keep it short, I would like to thank my lovely academic assistant Ms. 

Şevval Başak for her endless support and spectacular effort in regards for the well-being of 

this committee. It was amazing to have a partner-in-crime that was as enthusiastic as me 

when it came to academic part of a conference. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via selinayaz@icloud.com or 

any way you feel comfortable.  

Best, 

Selin Ayaz 

Under-Secretary-General responsible for GA-1: DISEC 
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Letter from the Academic Assistant 

Highly distinguished participants of the Disarmament and International Security Committee, 

It is my utmost pleasure to welcome you all to the Şahinkaya MUN 2019. I am studying at 

Şahinkaya Hexagon High School and I have been participating MUN conferences since I 

have started high school. I totally believe the fact that MUN is a legacy which I feel more 

than grateful to participate in. Since the beginning of the my MUN journey, I achieved and 

learned so much things. My MUN experiences affected me in every division of life. I learned 

how to use my voice for the society which needs help.  

This year DISEC has important agenda items which are Crisis in Yemen and Hybrid 

Strategies for Post-Conflict Zones. This agenda items will push our limits in order to 

understand the reasons behind the Yemeni crisis and improve the standards of post-conflict 

zones in order to make these heavily damaged countries better.  

In this committee, we are looking forward to have a fruitful debate and find efficient 

solutions for all over the world.  

I promise that Şahinkaya MUN 2019 will be a rewarding experience for all of the delegates. I 

wish you all a great conference, unforgettable memories and a great time.  

Last but not least, I would like to thank our Under-Secretary-General Ms. Selin Ayaz and our 

Secretary-General Mr. Gökhan Şeheri for their endless support to me and their amazing effort 

for this conference.  

If you have any questions about study guide or committee or conference please do not 

hesitate to contact me via sevvalbasak@hotmail.com    

Kindest regards, 

Şevval Başak 

Academic Assistant for GA-1: DISEC 
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I) Introduction to the Committee: Disarmament and International Security Committee 

Established in 1945 in a world that was left in ruins after the Second World War; the General 

Assembly, under the Charter of the 

United Nations, holds the primary 

position of policy-making and is the 

main representative organ within the 

United Nations. Consisting of all 193 

members with an equal representation 

principle, that requires each state to 

have one vote, the Assembly provides an international forum for multilateral debate of a 

wide-range of topics regarding international matters which are included within the scope of 

the UN. The Assembly also plays a vital role in the process of standard-setting and 

codification of the international law.  

The purpose of the creation of such organization is stated in the first article of the Charter, 

which follows as “...To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take 

effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and for 

the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to bring about by 

peaceful means, and in conformity with the principles of justice and international law, 

adjustment or settlement of international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach 

of the peace…”  

The Disarmament and International Security Committee, also recognized as DISEC, is first 

of the main six committees of the United Nations General Assembly. It deals with 

disarmament, global challenges, international threats and matters related to security within 

the scope of the Charter. The committee closely works in coordination with Geneva-based 

Conference on Disarmament as well as United Nations Disarmament Commission.  

The sessions of the First Committee are structured into three parts: first a general debating 

occurs for the given agenda, secondly thematic discussions are held in order to cover each 1

 http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/1
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aspect of the agenda item, and lastly members take action on draft documents that will be 

composed of the required elements for solutions regarding the agenda. 

II) Agenda Item A: Tackling the Crisis in Yemen  

A. Background of the Issue 

In December 2010, a street vendor based in Tunisia named Mohammed Bouzazi set himself 

on fire as a protest, after the police forcefully seized his vegetable stand and prohibited him 

from getting a permit. This sacrificing act of his served as a path to Tunisia’s so-called 

movement, the Jasmine Revolution, which also marks the beginning of the ongoing term that 

is now defined as “Arab Spring”.  

As an outcome of the revolution, the long-time authoritarian president Zine El Abidine Ben 

Ali of Tunisia left his position and fled to Saudi Arabia. In October 2011, the country’s first 

democratic elections were held. Due to these advancements, the activists of Arab Nations got 

inspired and region-wide pro-democratic protests went off. 

One of these countries was Yemen; which used to consist of two regions that were separately 

ruled by a monarchy in the North and a British rule in the South, which reunited in 1990. Pro-

democracy protesters took the streets in order to force the President Ali Abed Allah Saleh off 

his 33-year-old regime. He took over North Yemen in 1978, and was the only man to serve a 

unified Yemen. He responded with economic recessions, making his country even poorer than 

it already was, but still refusing to resign and leaving his power. 

His reign was also defined by charges of corruption as well as mismanagement. During the 

time of the uprisings; with widespread unemployment, consistent inflation, its embezzled and 

wasted billions of dollars of oil revenues, Yemen was one of the world’s poorest countries. 

The forty percent of its population lived on less than 2$ a day. 

By March 2012, tension in the streets of the capital city Sana’a was rising. Protestors were 

dying at the hands of military and many significant army leaders were backing the 

opposition, which led to the deadly clashes between the government troops and tribal militia. 

Following the months of protests, the Gulf Cooperation Council stepped in and signed a 
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brokered deal with Saleh, in which he agreed to step down. Therefore, in November, unified 

Yemen saw a change of power for the first time in its history when Vice President Abed 

Rabbo Mansour Hadi was sworn in as President, after the elections in February; in which he 

was the only candidate, standing unopposed. 

His budgetary and administrative reform-attempts as well as his failure to stop the Al-Qaeda 

attacks to the capital city sparked an outcry from Houthi rebels that were attacking from the 

north. In August 2014, President Hadi sacked his cabinet and overturned a controversial fuel 

price rise. Two weeks of anti-government protests followed, which Houthi forces were 

heavily involved in. By September, Houthi forces took control of the capital city Sana’a, also 

being supported by ex-president Saleh, demanding lower fuel prices and a new government, 

consequently causing Hadi to flee abroad. Following failed negotiations, the rebels seized the 

presidential palace in January 2015, forcing Hadi and his government to resign. By March 

2015, Saudi Arabia has had launched an international coalition consisting of economic 

isolation and air-strike campaign in order to reinstate Hadi. This coalition consisted of United 

Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Bahrain, Sudan and Jordan alongside the Saudi government. United 

States and United Kingdom have also provided logistical assistance and required intelligence 

in regarding matters.  
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The coalition troops landed in Aden in August 2015 and helped drive the Houthis and their 

allies out of much of the south over the next few months. Hadi rescinded his resignation and 

came back to Aden in September. Fighting has continued ever since. During the Summer 

2016, the Houthi group and former president Saleh announced the establishment of a 

“political council” that was created in order to govern much of northern Yemen and Sana’a. 

In other words, the group was claiming to be the rightful government of Yemen. A month 

later, UN efforts to broker peace talks between the internationally recognized government of 

Yemen and the Houthi group failed.  

Despite the “alliance” between former president Saleh and Houthis, Saleh broke up their 

agreement in 2017. He called for his followers to take arms against them, but he was defeated 

within two days, and found dead, causing even bigger question marks regarding the future of 

Yemen. 

The foreign intervention in the situation, including the Saudi-led coalition of Gulf states and 

Iranian help to the Houthis, made the country more exposed in means of becoming more 

divided regarding Shia-Sunni matters. Several Iranian weapon shipments to Houthi rebels 

have been detected and seized in the Gulf of Aden by Saudi naval blockade in place since 

April 2015. As a response, the Iranian side shipped its own naval convoy, which further risks 

a possible military escalation between those countries. 

Accordingly, Militants from terror groups such as the Islamic State (IS) and Al-Qaeda in the 

Arab Peninsula (AQAP) took advantage of the ongoing chaos and seized the territory in the 

south as well as carrying out deadly attacks, mainly in Aden.  

B. Current Situation 

Since 2014, ongoing conflict between government and non-government forces has produced 

a severe humanitarian crisis. The clashes have destroyed public infrastructure and services, 

such as hospitals and schools, blocked access to basic supplies and forced 3 million people 

out from their homes, with 2.3 million still displaced. 22.2 million people (75 percent of the 

country’s population) are in desperate need of humanitarian aid; including food, water and 

medicine. In short, the situation in Yemen is the world's worst human-made disaster ever.  
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The United Nations estimates that more than 6,800 civilians have been killed and at least 

10,700 injured in the fighting since March 2015, with well over half of the casualties caused 

by Saudi-led coalition air strikes. An international group tracking the war believes the death 

toll is far higher. The US-based Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project estimates that 

more than 60,000 civilians and combatants have been killed since 2016, based on news 

reports of each incident of violence. 

Thousands more civilians have died from preventable causes, such as but not limited to 

malnutrition, disease and poor health. The UN's Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark 

Lowcock, confirmed in December 2018 what he called "Yemen's descent toward famine". 

More than 20 million Yemenis (two thirds of the population) are food insecure. Ten million of 

them are severely food insecure, which is more than twice the number of four years ago. 

More than half of Yemen's districts have slipped into "emergency" conditions, one step below 

famine in the international classification. Almost two million children are currently acutely 

malnourished, which makes them more vulnerable to disease. The charity Save the Children 

estimates that 85,000 children with severe acute malnutrition may have died between April 

2015 and October 2018. 

With only half of the country's 3,500 health facilities fully functioning, at least 16 million 

people are lacking basic healthcare. United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund 

has warned that civilians are facing the prospect of another deadly outbreak of cholera which 

has resulted in more than 1.2 million suspected cases and 2,500 related deaths since April 

2017. UNICEF’s regional director for the Middle East and North Africa Geert Cappelaere 

said, “Much more attention needs to be paid to the situation in Yemen. This has been rightly 

described as one of the worst humanitarian crises the world has ever known.” 

As explained before, Yemen's internationally recognized government has been backed 

militarily since March 2015 by a coalition of Arab states assembled by neighbouring Saudi 

Arabia to oust the Houthis, who are aligned with Iran. However, this punishing proxy war in 

the region's poorest nation has ground on is dragging Yemen to the brink of collapse. An air 

strike that took the lives of 44 schoolboys on a field trip has focused minds again on the 

urgent need to end a conflict that has led to the world's greatest humanitarian crisis. This 

latest tragedy has reignited public criticism over the role of Western countries, including the 
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United Kingdom and United States, which are backing the coalition through billions of 

dollars in arms sales and operational support. The bomb deployed in this devastating attack 

which pulverised the school bus was reportedly provided by a US arms manufacturer. United 

Nations envoy Martin Griffiths had sent formal invitations to the warring parties to attend a 

new round of consultations in Geneva on 6 September, 2018. Those were the first talks in two 

years, after two failed rounds. He is still trying to broker a deal with both sides to at least 

ensure that the port is under neutral UN jurisdiction. 

In June 2018, the coalition attempted to break the deadlock on the battlefield by launching a 

major offensive on the rebel-held Red Sea city of Hudaydah, whose port is the principal 

lifeline for almost two thirds of Yemen's population. The UN officials warned that the toll in 

lives might be catastrophic if the port was damaged or blocked. But months passed before the 

warring parties could be persuaded to attend talks in Sweden to avert an all-out battle in 

Hudaydah. 

C. Involved Parties 

1. The Houthi-Saleh alliance 

The Houthi-Saleh alliance is a military-tribal marriage of convenience between former foes, 

with its origins in a shared interpretation of the 2012, 2014 transition as inimical to their 

interests. Cooperation began in 2011, when the military and tribes felt that they were losing 

power and Islah, Yemen's main Sunni Islamist party, emerged as the main winner. The 

Houthis are naturally suspicious of Ali Abdullah Saleh, the former president deposed in 2011, 

and his political party, the General People’s Congress (GPC), with which they fought six 

wars between 2004 and 2010. In Sana’a the narrative of the war is one of ‘defending the 

nation against an external threat’. 
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2. Pro-Houthi external actors  

Iran has historically had a small amount of influence in Yemen, in both the south and the 

north of the country. Ideologically, the Houthis’ founder, Hussain al-Houthi, was inspired by 

the Iranian Revolution but envisioned having his own Islamic revolution based on Zaydi 

principles. Some Houthis do follow Twelver Shi’ism but do not form a monolithic 

movement. Russia, for its part, has aligned itself (at least as far as diplomacy is concerned) 

with the Houthi–Saleh side in a continuation of regional dynamics that pit Russia and Iran 

against Saudi Arabia. 

3. The anti-Houthi bloc 

The various groups fighting the Houthis have often competing visions of Yemen’s political 

future. This hugely diverse bloc has a common enemy today, but once the Houthi threat has 

been eliminated, there is unlikely to be a clear and united view of how the country can move 

forward. The bloc has three main pillars: 

● Southern separatists, also known as Herak or the Southern resistance: Even within 

this group there are differences over when and how separation should take place and 

how President Hadi and his government are perceived. Its priority is eventual 

independence for South Yemen, which was a separate country until 1990.  

● Sunni Islamists: The most important member of this group is Islah, is a political party 

with ambitions to govern Yemen. It perceives the war as a coup attempt driven by Iran 

and as revenge exacted by Saleh against the Sunnis through any means, including 

allying with the Houthis.  

● Fighters with tribal or regional motivations: Primarily in Mareb and, to a lesser 

extent, in Al Jawf, Taiz and some southern governorates, these fighters see themselves 

as defending their territory. 

4. Other terror organizations 

Al Qaeda and the emergent Yemeni branch of ISIS have both positioned themselves as 'anti-

Houthi' but are not part of the semiformal apparatus of the anti-Houthi bloc. AQAP, the 

virulent local Al Qaeda branch, is widely seen as being one of the big winners from the war, 
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having seized the southeastern port town of Mukalla days into the Saudi-led bombing 

campaign. The group has since cemented its control over the port and has begun to expand 

westward towards Aden. AQAP sees the war as an opportunity to brand itself as the only 

group capable of defending Yemen's Sunnis, and of providing - as it has been doing in 

Mukalla - security and basic governance including the provision of water and electricity. ISIS 

has thus far limited itself to attacks on Houthi-affiliated buildings including mosques in 

Sana'a, and on government officials in Aden. 

5. Hadi 

Support for President Hadi on the ground is negligible. He has been supporting resistance 

groups he believes he can control, and these groups subsequently present themselves as the 

‘official’ resistance. Hadi, the speaker argued, portrays these groups as the real resistance. 

There was a consensus among participants that Hadi has lost too much credibility to lead in 

the south. There was a consensus among politicians that Hadi has lost too much credibility to 

lead in the south. Some argued Vice-President and Prime Minister Khaled Bahah could play a 

more unifying role, including bringing the military leadership under his leadership. However, 

the perceived rivalry between the two was likely to mean that he would not be able to do so 

as long as Hadi remained in office.  

6. Saudi-led coalition 

Saudi Arabia has made some alliances with pro-secession groups, but the latter have different 

strategic goals from the former. Southerners feel they have had no protection from the 

international community, especially the United Nations and the United Kingdom. Several 

participants argued that the UK has a moral obligation towards Aden and the south owing to 

its colonial history. Saudi Arabia leads the coalition carrying out airstrikes in Yemen targeting 

the Houthis and their allies, namely forces loyal to former Yemeni leader Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

Saudi Arabia has deployed some 100 fighter jets, 150,000 soldiers and other navy units for 

the operation, according to reports by Saudi-owned satellite news channel Al-Arabiya.  The 2

military also says its Apache attack helicopters have struck Houthi positions just across the 

border in northern Yemen. Also White House spokesman Eric Schultz made important 

 https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/events/2015-11-07-yemen-key-players-prospects-peace-2

meeting-summary_4.pdf 
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statements. He has said that President Barack Obama authorized logistical and intelligence 

support for the strikes, but that the United States is not joining with direct military action.     

D. Conclusion 

The nation of Yemen is currently suffering in the hands of its very own. All parties involved 

claim themselves the legitimate government of the country. All parties are relentless, 

vigorous and unwilling when it comes to actual talks of peace. Moreover, most importantly, 

the lands that once inhabited by many people are facing a human-made hell. Millions have 

died and suffered; been misplaced, hurt; millions of children are still undernourished, famine 

is worsening with each second passing by: the country is torn apart, so the lives of 28 million 

Yemenis. 

The participants in this committee are expected to come up with long-lasting, suitable 

solutions in which can sustain stability and ensure peace in the region for a short amount of 

time, at least until the common ground between the parties are reached. The fate of millions is 

currently on the line, and the power is yours to shape this very future that is full of countless 

possibilities. 

E. Points to be Addressed 

● What are the main causes of the conflict in Yemen? 

● What kind of humanitarian effects does this crisis have? 

● What can be done or suggested in order to reconcile the relationship between the 

internationally recognized government of Yemen & the Houthi claimed government? 

● What can be requested to be implemented in order to immediately establish a 

humanitarian corridor in Yemen? 
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● What kind of mechanisms can be implemented upon Yemen, after the conflict 

effectively comes to an end, in order to effectively reconstruct the zone, with a special 

emphasis on infrastructure? 

● Should the UN effectively intervene in the conflict and the process afterwards, how 

and why as well as under which circumstances? 

● What kind of an immediate and comprehensive action plan should the UN come up 

with regarding this conflict to at least stabilize the tension in the region? 

● Which NGOs and bodies should be cooperated with to fully monitor & tackle the 

situation? 

III. Agenda Item B: Hybrid Strategies for Post-Conflict Zones 

A. Introduction to the Agenda Item 

Since 1945, Earth has experienced one hundred and forty civil wars. Statistics and 

researchers estimate that the addressed conflicts left 67 million displaced, with 20 million 

casualties in total. Quite far from the hope of peace which was ignited as a result of the 

aftermath of Cold War, over one hundred armed conflicts took place since 1989. Those 

conflicts range from minor conflicts to wars, showing the world that the rate and amount of 

battles are still high even though we have managed to surpass many troubled times. 

The term conflict derives from Latin, which has a similar meaning to “to clash or engage in a 

fight”, indicating that there are two or more parties willing to fight for a cause. That cause 

may be economical, social or simply related to gaining more political power. If controlled 

relatively, they may or may not lead to violent aspects. Additionally, some conflicts affect 

different-scale of regions: some are country-wide, and some are effective in some certain 

regions of a country. The origins of conflicts differ from context. Often multifaceted, it ranges 

from comprehensively social aspects, sometimes religious to economic and ethnic 

inequalities.  
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In other means, and in most basic definitions, a post conflict zone is “conflict situation in 

which open warfare has come to an end. Such situations remain tense for years or decades 

and can easily relapse into large-scale violence”. In such areas, there isn’t essentially wars or 

an armed conflict, however, there isn’t the exact presence of peace either. Algerian diplomat 

Lakhdar Brahimi states that “The end of fighting does propose an opportunity to work 

towards lasting peace, but that requires the establishment of sustainable institutions, capable 

of ensuring long-term security.”  3

Additionally, as Reychler and Langer note, “post-conflict” scenarios are often characterised 

by “multiple transition processes,” including the transition from war to peace, but also often 

accompanied by democratisation, decentralisation, and market liberalisation.  However, the 4

transition of war-torn communities into more stable, prosperous and sustainable ones is a 

quite challenging task, and if not controlled properly, can even lead to the outcome of an even 

more violent atmosphere. 

These civil unrests or conflicts have many roots that should be tackled, ranging on a wide-

scale that includes poverty, inequality, political oppression and so on. It should be kept in 

mind that these matters are most likely interrelated and affect each other from many different 

aspects, therefore all of them play a significant role in the transition process. Therefore, no 

matter the actual source which the problem is originated from, the conflicts leave millions 

displaced and even more dead or wounded. Even though the actual conflict is seen as the 

most challenging of all, the real challenge begins when the conflict is over and people are in 

need of better livelihoods to go back to their normal lives. 

B. Primary Post-Conflict Concepts 

1. Reconciliation 

Reconciliation has a really critical importance for the countries because if different groups 

within a post-conflict country are not prepared to cooperate in solving the problems that 

 Bogumił Kamiński et al., Outlooks on Insights on Group Decision and Negotiation, Springer, 2015, Page 323

 https://soc.kuleuven.be/crpd/files/working-papers/wp01.pdf4
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caused the civil discontent and war, the country’s future will remain as hopeless as its past. 

The efforts to achieve reconciliation and their success will depend on how the authorities deal 

with major problems and all of these problems are more serious after the conflict. 

The war may change the ethnic balance of the population in a region or country, as large 

numbers of people are forced to flee their homes. The minority community is likely to then 

feel even more insecure than before, a fact that the majority may exploit in order to ‘cleanse’ 

the ethnic or religious character of their region or country by making the minority’s life 

intolerable and forcing it to emigrate. Beside this statement, a Government which is 

genuinely determined to promote reconciliation will act urgently after the conflict to prevent 

discrimination and threats against any group, and will use the law enforcing agencies to 

implement the new laws.  

Civil conflicts reduce the long-term capacity of a country to recover. Apart from damage to 

property, in societies casualties will include a substantial number of highly qualified and 

skilled people. Many of those who survive, especially the younger and more dynamic among 

them, will flee the country during the war or emigrate afterwards. Attracted by the prospect of 

higher living standards and better working conditions in the world’s most advanced 

economies, they normally form a high proportion of emigrants from low-income States in 

any case. The war and uncertain future in post-conflict countries will make the prospect of 

emigration even more attractive for them. The human capital will come to end by a large 

number of people who come out of the war with physical and mental disabilities. The 

problem is serious for all the post-conflict countries but it is important especially in Africa 

where military and paramilitary personnel have been largely responsible for the transmission 

of life-threatening diseases like virus AIDS/HIV. 

Therefore no post-conflict country can afford any kind of discrimination that prevents the 

most productive employment of all those who are able to contribute to the reconstruction and 

development process.  

In conclusion, in order to achieve the primary post-conflict objectives, key idea should be to 

rebuild, reform and create new State institutions. That can be done on a lasting basis only 

with strong popular support; to give such support, people need to be convinced that the new 
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institutional framework offers them the best chance to escape poverty, social divisions, 

oppression and war. 

2. Reconstruction 

Especially the reconstruction of physical infrastructure and the provision of social services 

are critical for the revival of economic activity and giving people a stake in the peace process, 

even though the scale of destruction inflicted by civil wars will vary from country to country. 

This situation makes the process more difficult. The effect can be devastating even in 

conflicts of relatively short duration.  

When wars end, the affected areas are often left devastated. There are large numbers of 

refugees, wounded and trauma victims. Reconstruction can only succeed if it is initiated by 

the local population. They should have a significant say in how funding is allocated. It may 

take years for a country to show the first signs of recovery. Effective coordination between 

donor countries and aid organisations is vital. There should also be a focus on the region as a 

whole, so that reconstruction efforts target not only the conflict zone itself but also the 

surrounding countries.  5

Food, shelter, clothing and medical services must, additionally, be given priority in post-

conflict countries in order to provide people with the basic needs necessary for survival. 

What makes the task of these countries even more difficult is that none of the problems 

created by civil conflicts can be solved in isolation. For instance, although it is of critical 

importance, it may not be easy to increase food production rapidly for a number of reasons: 

insecure property rights, mines left in the countryside, destroyed or obsolete production 

assets, damaged infrastructure, inefficient marketing and lack of access to credit. Industrial 

capacity and income-support programmes may be needed to increase the supply of goods 

essential for agricultural production. 

At the same time lack of food is a common problem for post-conflict zones. Much of the 

infrastructure and productive assets in agriculture and industry will also be destroyed, 

damaged or made obsolete during the conflict.  Nutritional standards, which are inadequate in 

low-income countries even at the best of times, can fall to dangerously low levels. With many 

 https://www.government.nl/topics/international-peace-and-security/post-conflict-reconstruction5
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residential buildings badly damaged or destroyed, also lack of housing is another problem for 

countries.                       6

Consequently, the international community must pay special attention to local knowledge and 

perceptions and listen to the needs that are articulated by conflict affected countries and their 

ideas about what can be done to address them. Equally important in assisting post-conflict 

countries is the need to build on the capacities that exist instead of trying to displace locally 

developed initiatives.  The reconstruction that involves all sections of the community 7

working in tandem towards common ends can also play an important role in demonstrating 

practical advantages of achieving the reconstruction. 

3. Economic development  

Poverty is one of the key factors in the creation of a conflict. Even though not every poor 

country experience major armed clashes, it is possible to state that many countries who 

experience such states are most likely to be poor. Keeping in mind that economic stability 

and the lack of existing poverty is one of the most significant reasons a country can or may 

not be held together, poverty reduction and economic development is necessary while talking 

about reshaping war-torn communities. Also, keeping in mind that inflation is a great 

problem in those states but if not monitored properly, it may result in deflation, low job 

security, therefore creating more chaos.  8

The success of the achievements that can be observed through the economic factors lies 

within the numerous decisions that may be taken during the first steps of the reconstruction 

process. The addressed countries have to adopt the goals that are consistent with the objective 

of improving economic welfare in general; and, equally important, they need to employ a 

system of ownership and allocation of resources that are the most likely to achieve their main 

objective, based on the country’s problems and the social preferences of the population. 

 https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/publication/CDP-6

bp-2005-8.pdf

 https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/cdp-background-paper-no-18/7

 https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/publication/CDP-bp-2005-8.pdf8
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These policies, as relevantly, should be according to each country's individual policies and 

values.  

There are several international guidelines in order for post conflict zones states to develop in 

a more sustainable way. First goal, as a base and a concrete step, is to achieve high levels of 

employment and job security. This plays a significant role not only in a country's economic 

development but also in making citizens feel more "belonging" to their countries.  

The second goal is to sustain the role of growth, so that more opportunities are to come, and 

the jobs and economical development is ensured. This acts as a long-run, big-scale action. 

The third goal is to stabilize the prices that are used among the product, so that it is easier to 

achieve other objectives within the guideline.  

The fourth goal is to create such environment that all economic gain is fairly distributed and 

well-deserved, so that no one ever has to exists below the standard living style. The fifth and 

last objective is a sustainable external balance, so that the country has a chance to control its 

own economic balances, both on long-term and current times. Also this goal is vital for other 

goals to come to life and help preserve the country’s economic sovereignty.  

The second part regarding the two aforementioned questions concern the ownership of 

productive resources, control over their allocation (private and public sector in this case are 

among the two alternatives) is most likely to achieve the five goals of economic policy.  9

However, this issue has sparked countless debates, revolts, and revolutions even; thus, it is 

not possible to achieve a universal conclusion over this matter that is validly acceptable at all 

times. The preferences and priorities of each country are valid and differing, so, a one-size-

fits-all policy would be highly ineffective. 

Regarding this matter, it is possible to state that the inadequate provision of public goods is 

one problem that each post-conflict country suffers from, since the private sector is unable to 

provide these goods; or are willing to do only if people are willing to pay as well, but as the 

provision, the quality of these goods differ from country to country too, which means that 

private and public sector that will be involved will also need to vary. Sometimes, it is hard for 

 https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/publication/CDP-bp-2005-8.pdf9
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countries to attract private investments, both foreign and domestic, due to the country’s 

conditions; and governments have no chance but to get involved. 

Additionally, a part of economic development also consists of external economic assistance. 

In this case, it is important that the donor’s interests and the receivers’ needs coincide. This 

was mainly one of the biggest reasons why the Marshall Aid Plan of United States to Japan 

and Western Europe was called a success. Otherwise, there is a big risk that the receiving 

party’s problems will stay unsolved but the donor will have most of the benefit. Secondly, it 

is important that the donor country doesn’t intervene in the receiving party’s domestic 

economic policy since the country should determine their own objectives and priorities. No 

donor should try to impose differing economic policies that may cause social unrest or a 

rising chance of conflict. During this process, it is also vital that the countries cooperate 

relevantly so that more successful policies come to life. Thirdly, a single donor (or an 

intergovernmental organization that coordinates the work of several countries) is required to 

surpass the risk of failure because of the presence of various objectives and policies. Also, in 

this case, it is a possibly that each country will seek their own benefit and try to monitor the 

process in regards to their individual wills, therefore sabotaging the whole concept of aid.  

C. Case Studies 

1. Rwanda 

In Rwanda genocide killed approximately more than one million people. The country moved 

to rehabilitate devastated infrastructure and restore social norms, and take a step on an 

ambitious development strategy seeking to transform the country from a low-income, 

agriculture based economy to a knowledge-based service economy by 2020. During 

reconstruction, the government of Rwanda focused on rebuilding institutions, which led to 

significant improvements in economic outcomes and social indicators. As a result of wide 

economic and governance reform measures between annual GDP growth averaged over 

8.6%. Beside this growth, the proportion of poor people had declined to 57 percent of the 

population by 2005.  10

 http://siteresources.worldbank.org/IDA/Resources/ida-Rwanda-10-02-09.pdf10
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2. Lebanon 

Regarding the lebanese civil war, the residents of the country wanted their civil rights to be 

practiced. They were not feeling rightfully represented by the government, since the president 

was Christian, and they wanted a voice within the political decision-making levels.  

The main problem concerning the conflict was the fact that both Sunnis and Shias wanted 

more power and dominance than other. The hot clash between the Marotine christians and 

Palestinians started in 1975, effectively including many more parties such as Israel and Syria. 

Lebanese Muslims became allied to Palestinians even though the alliances changed 

throughout the war.  

The hot clash came to an end with the Taif Agreement of 1989, putting a suitable time frame 

for other parties involved to leave the country. Despite the withdrawing forces, the tension 

between Sunnis and Shias remained. 

3. Cyprus 

The Cyprus Problem ranges from 

1955 to 1974, however, some 

Cypriots claim it to be still existing. 

Usually, most historians root this 

conflict to ethnic reasons, since the 

island is inhabited by Greek-Cypriots 

and Turkish-Cypriots. Due to the 

pursuit of mutually exclusive 

destinies, Cyprus suffered from inter-communal violence from late 1950s until its 

decolonisation and independence in 1960.  The island has been effectively divided into two, 11

as well as its capital Nicosia, by a buffer zone called the Green Line.  

https://www.oxfordresearchgroup.org.uk/blog/the-cyprus-problem-why-solve-a-11

comfortable-conflict
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The island was first controlled by the British, during the decline & collapse of the Tttomans. 

Many Greek Cypriots supported the political union of all Greeks living under Turkish rule 

within a sovereign Greek nation, while many Turkish Cypriots favored a partition of the 

island between Greece and Turkey.  In late 1950s, a guerilla group revolted against Britain 12

and rose fears against a possible Soviet interference in the Mediterranean. Then, long time 

Greek leader Archbishop Makarios agreed to independence and a constitution which provided 

a Greek president, Turkish vice president and a government that consisted of 70% Greeks and 

30% Turks. Even though everything was politically stable in the beginning, Makarios 

attempted to amend the constitution which made the real fight break out.  

In the summer of 1974, the leader of Greece’s military junta which was actively controlling a 

guerilla group based in Cyprus, ousted makarios. In July, Turkey invaded the island to protect 

the rights of the Turkish Cypriots. While junta in Greece collapsed, Turkey sent a second 

wave of troops, resulting in the invasion of the Northern part. Turkish settlers also descended 

on the north, while about 160,000 Greek Cypriots were displaced.  13

Moreover, the main issue in the region is still tense. Even though it isn’t actively suffering 

from being a post-conflict zone, lack of reconciliation efforts makes the uneasiness in the 

region remain, leaving the issue unsolved until this day. 

4. Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bosnia and Herzegovina has had numerous war in their history. For their independence, 

Bosnians had an important war: The Bosnian conflict started in 1992. They were heavily 

damaged by this war. Fighting ended with the negotiated peace settlement known as the 

Dayton Agreement in 1995. 

Strong economic policies and elaborated social programming led to the relatively quick 

recovery of the powerless society. One of the most important part of the recovery of post-

conflict areas was new implementations about public health and education sectors. Bosnia 

and Herzegovina get support by World Bank loans and international aid. These helps jump-

 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/08/world/europe/cyprus-reunification-talks.html12

 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/08/world/europe/cyprus-reunification-talks.html13
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start the public health system by recovering  destroyed infrastructure and enhancing the 

conditions of the medical workers.  14

5. Northern Ireland 

The origins of the problems lay in early 1100s, when 

Ireland was first invaded by the English. Despite the 

efforts of integration, the Irish and English were never 

completely together. As a result, two different nations 

with different values and principles found themselves 

inhabiting a small piece of land, living side by side. 

The problems mostly continued through pre-twentieth 

century under brutal rule, even though this part will 

mostly focus on the period of time that historians call 

“the Troubles”. This conflict was thirty years of political 

violence, low intensity armed conflict and political deadlock within the six north-eastern 

counties of Ireland that formed part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland. On one side of the division there were Unionists: Protestant, loyal to their British 

heritage and believing that Northern Ireland should remain part of the United Kingdom. On 

the other side were Northern Ireland’s Catholics, a minority that had experienced decades of 

political and economic marginalisation. Even though the British government was eager to 

achieve reconciliation and peace in Northern Ireland, they were unsure how to achieve this. 

Paramilitary groups on both sides, like the Irish Republican Army and Ulster Volunteer Force 

operated illegally, using violence and terrorism to impose their political will. For three 

decades these groups struggled for ascendancy as the Troubles in Northern Ireland raged. 

Their actions produced the deaths of more than 3,500 people, many of them civilians and 

innocent children caught in the crossfire.   15

 http://www.ifimes.org/en/8125-post-conflict-reconstruction-of-bosnia14

 https://alphahistory.com/northernireland/summary-troubles-northern-ireland/ 15
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The Troubles were brought to an uneasy end by a peace process that included the declaration 

of ceasefires by most paramilitary organisations, the complete decommissioning of the IRA's 

weapons, the reform of the police, and the corresponding withdrawal of the British Army 

from the streets and sensitive Irish border areas, as agreed by the signatory parties of the 

Belfast Agreement (or Good Friday Agreement). One part of the Agreement is that Northern 

Ireland will remain within the United Kingdom unless a majority of the Northern Irish 

electorate vote otherwise. It also established the Northern Ireland Executive, a devolved 

power-sharing government, which must consist of both unionist and nationalist parties. 

E. Conclusion 

Whatever the main cause of a conflict is, the hot clash not only causes high rate of unrest & 

uneasiness within a country but also creates an inhabitable environment. however, the main 

struggle is the period of time after the main clashes end: when there is a country in your 

hands that need immediate reconstruction, a political environment which requires 

reconciliation and the economic instability which needs reintegration. All these objectives 

require significant attention in order to prevent any further conflict from arising again, 

therefore, must be tackled with ultimate carefulness.  

The participants of this committee are expected to tackle the current post conflict situations 

with ultimate carefulness, bearing in mind the aforementioned objectives that were set out. 

Post conflicts may immediately turn into active conflicts if not approached carefully, 

therefore, effective action is highly significant considering this.  

F. Points to be Addressed 

● What are the possible roots of current conflicts throughout the globe? 

● What kind of comprehensive strategies can be developed in order to reconstruct post 

conflict zones, with a special emphasis on medical means and infrastructure? 
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● What kind of policies may be adopted in order to stabilize a post conflict economy, 

additionally, what kind of objectives should these policies have with emphasis on 

which matters? 

● What kind of efforts may be up to implementation regarding the reconciliation 

processes in post conflict zones, and how does this concept affect the environment 

and progress of a post conflict zone stabilization? 

● What kind of a framework and a set of guidelines should be developed in regards to 

initiating hybrid strategies for post conflict zones, and what kind of objectives should 

these concepts have? 

● In what kind of cooperation should UN be with in post conflict rehabilitation and 

reconstruction, under which circumstances, as well as the kinds of Organizations? 
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