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Letter from the Secretary-General 

Meritorious participants, 

It is my utmost privilege to welcome you to the second edition of Şahinkaya Model United Nations 

Training and Development Conference which will be held between 6-8 December 2019. I am 

really honoured to serve you as the Secretary-General in my 3 years of Model UN experience. 

Şahinkaya Model UN Club is working steadily to provide you with phenomenal experiences and 

unforgettable memories, but especially to illuminate the path of diplomacy for the young minds. 

Our goal is always to put a step forward without looking back, provide you with the sincerest 

hospitality without compromising on academic quality. Turning every single dream into reality, 

our club has been acquiring many accomplishments in academic and organisation wise. If it 

weren’t for the guidance and relentless help of our mentor and Goddess of MUN Emel Güceyü, 

this dream would have stayed as it was. 

Crisis Cabinet: American War of Independence is one of the most advanced committees that this 

city has seen so far. Requiring enormous effort and tenacity, the Cabinet will offer its participants 

the unique opportunity to shape the past from today's world. Therefore, in three days the flags of 

free-men will arise for revolution, swords will be drawn for revelation, guns will be fired for the 

cause and most importantly the history will testify every single detail of it. My trust in one of the 

best duos of Academic Members is full. I believe Mr Örge and Mr Korkut will not compromise 

anything from academic excellence. 

Briefly, on behalf of Academic and Organisation teams, I would like to state the deep feeling of 

excitement and merry to be welcoming you to Şahinkaya MUN Training and Development 2019. 

 

 

Best Regards, 

Ömer Faruk Yüksel 

Secretary-General of Şahinkaya MUN Training and Development 2019 
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Letter from the Under-Secretaries-General 

Highly regarded gentlemen, 

It is our utmost pleasure and honour to be welcoming you to a committee that gives you the 

opportunity to experience a time of devastation, turmoil but also an era where nations take their 

last breath while others are born from their ashes and the legacy they have left behind. And indeed, 

the groundworks of a rising nation are merging together as unrest leads to a cry for freedom and 

we expect you to be the engineers behind the success or downfall of this undertaking.  

You will only be given limited resources to accomplish something on an enormous scale. There 

will be times of possible exhaustion and no time for rest in return yet we don’t expect these to pose 

any complications since you willingly applied to be one of the minds behind the cause to end the 

British tyranny. We hope not only the results but also the path leading to it will bear fruit and 

satisfy both you, honourable delegates, and also us, the humble board whose only hope is to 

provide an environment of thoughtful undertakings and merit. 

We would like to bring to your attention that the evaluation of your performance in this conference 

will not only be accomplished by observing your actions towards your goals and your responses 

to the crises that await you but also how true you will stay to the person that you are to be in the 

conference. we also highly recommend that you learn to study every aspect of your roles and how 

they would act in situations 

 

Should you have any questions you can contact us via ytbgmng@gmail.com / 

duckvanderlinde@gmail.com 

 

 

Best Regards, 

Alper Örge & Ilgın Deniz Korkut 

Under-Secretaries-General of Crisis Cabinet: American War of Independence 

mailto:ytbgmng@gmail.com
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I. Introduction to the Crisis Cabinet: American War of Independence 

The American War of Independence was, with no doubt, one of the turning points in history and 

consequently one of the major events that helped shape the political landscape that we are familiar 

with today. It gave birth to the most influential country in the modern era and presumably altered 

the flow of history by leading the world to irreversible change. It laid the foundation to the chain 

of occurrences that radically altered and crippled the old basis of political thinking by being one 

of the major reasons which ignited the French Revolution, introducing new ideas that later on 

shook the foundations of empires and shifted the balance of power all around the globe. With these 

in mind there lies a question: What may have caused this enormous event to even take place? The 

consequences of the Seven Years’ War and the autonomy that the Thirteen Colonies strived for 

can definitely be listed as the main reasonings.  

In this committee our delegates are going to represent the important figures that sparked and led 

the revolution for independence, laying the foundations for the United States of America and 

eventually achieving victory against their colonial overlords, Great Britain. The decisions that you 

will be making could perhaps change the course of history in a way which may lead the revolution 

to a bitter end or, on the contrary, to a more beneficial outcome. You will be expected to tackle the 

issues and the crises directed at you according to the dire and fragile environment during the 

American War of Independence. The fate of the revolution lies within your hands. 

II. Agenda Item: American War of Independence 

A. Historical Background 

1. The Seven Years’ War 

Europe: a continent once devastated with diseases, exploited by the feudal lords and dominated by 

the blinding shadow of the clergy during the Dark ages, as historians call it. Most of the knowledge 

that was accumulated lost to the numerous invasions and rooted civilizations such as the Roman 

Empire taking its respectful place in the pages of history. Looking at the general situation, it seems 

as if they were under the grip of such negative circumstances and indeed they were. Even so with 

the upcoming centuries paving the way to Renaissance, Age of Discovery, Age of Reformation 

and numerous other vital events, Europe managed to consolidate itself and strengthen its positions 

in the world.  
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With the countries developing ever so rapidly, the need for resources increased to the point where 

their European holdings did not provide a sufficient amount of materials to fuel their industry and 

the demanding market of global trade. This all led up to the point where countries, most notably 

Spain, Portugal, France, Great Britain and the Netherlands, turned their attention to the vast 

resources of the newly discovered continent of America, the Indies (the Caribbean and islands of 

South-East Asia), Africa and many other places where they sought to sustain their need for 

resources with. In fact, this was mostly the reason why conflicts arose between the major colonial 

empires of Europe. One way or another, they had their eyes set on the same goal in which they 

were ready to stand against each other to obtain.  

On the other hand, there were major powers that didn’t have any colonies because of various 

reasons such as having an unsuitable geographical location, socio-political instability, a different 

based economy or ambitions that didn’t necessarily involve obtaining colonies of their own. There 

are lots of examples of countries which fit into the before stated description, Kingdom of Prussia, 

the Russian Empire and the Austrian Empire to name. There would be times in which conflict 

would arise from reasons and justifications on a wide spectrum varying from religious turmoil, as 

we see in the Thirty Years’ War, to wars for crowns like the War of the Spanish Succession. 

Eventually, the colonial ambitions of Great Britain, France, Spain and the Austrian claim on the 

province of Silesia culminated into an event we call the Seven Years’ War (1756-1763). At the 

beginning of the war, the Austrian Empire and the Kingdom of France set their historical rivalry 

aside and formed a coalition against Great Britain and Prussia which were also allied during the 

war. Influenced by their dynastic ties with France, The Kingdom of Spain joined the war on the 

side of France- assisting them mostly in maritime affairs and influencing the war on the colonial 

front. Portugal, on the other hand, joined the war on the side of Great Britain, reasons being that 

two countries had common colonial benefits they could gain and a more symbolic one that is the 

existing de facto alliance since the 14th century. The Netherlands and the Italian states preferred to 

stay out of the war in order not to get affected by the devastation and the turmoil the war might 

cause. 

In the east, the Russian Empire was aware of the threat posed by Prussia especially to their holdings 

in Poland; with the ambition to safeguard their interests in the region, they joined the war on the 

side of the Austrian Empire which they hoped would help them quell the rising power of Prussia 
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in return. But an unexpected turn of events caused Russia to switch sides and join the Prussians 

during the war. In the north, The Swedish Empire was keen on reclaiming the territory they have 

lost to the Prussians and saw this war as a great opportunity to regain the parts of the region of 

Pomerania that they desired. This would, later on, create tensions between the Russian and 

Swedish armies after Russia’s support diverted to Prussia. There are also less significant states that 

we had the urge, yet again state for the context to be thoroughly clear. These countries were mostly 

situated in the territories of the Holy Roman Empire, thus aligned with Austria (the title of the 

Holy Roman Emperor belonged to the Habsburg Dynasty since 1438). Yet among the prominent 

electorates and duchies, only Saxony joined Austria in the war effort while Hannover (had dynastic 

ties with Great Britain), Brunswick and Hesse-Kassel joined on the side of the Anglo-Prussian 

alliance. 

Considering the spectrum of combatants and especially the vastness of the colonial possessions 

involved in the Seven Years’ War, it is sometimes even regarded as the first “world” war and is 

divided to different fronts that conserved different combatants. While there are many, later on, the 

fronts mainly can be divided into two: former the European front and the latter the colonial front. 

 

 

Figure 1: The sides of the Seven Years' War. Blue representing Great Britain and its allies, while the 

green representing France and its allies. 
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In the beginning stages of the war, it seemed that the Prussians were losing ground to the combined 

forces of armies of Austria, Russia and its allies. The main reason was the overwhelming numbers 

they had under their use and the biggest threat posed against Prussia and the other minor German 

states that they were allied with. But with the upcoming years, the tides would change in favour of 

the Prussians especially when Russia changed sides in the midst of the war. Relieved from the 

Russian threat, the Prussian army had successful campaigns against the Austrian forces which 

resulted in disruption of Austria. 

The Seven Years’ War extended almost everywhere across the globe thanks to the colonial 

possessions of the combatants, but in our case, we are going to specify the scope to the Thirteen 

Colonies and the general region of North America. The hostilities originally began as minor 

skirmishes across the colonial borders of France and the Thirteen Colonies but when the British 

attacked the disputed French holdings across the determined border, the conflict turned into a full-

fledged war. Especially when 22-year-old Lieutenant Colonel George Washington ambushed a 

French regiment, the tension between the two countries reached its top-notch. Eventually, thanks 

to the dominance of the British navy, the French army was unable to receive the needed supplies, 

and even if the French tried to lift the blockade numerous times with the assistance of the Spanish 

navy, their efforts were in wane and the blockade held on. In the west, numerous tribes aligned 

themselves with either Britain or France. The Iroquois -strongest of the tribes- supported the 

French because their territory was invaded by the British before the war. In the south, the combined 

French and Spanish colonial entities waged a war against the British and even if the Spanish 

enjoyed limited success, the general tide was in favour of the British. 

In the end, the Anglo-Prussian coalition in Europe and the Americas prevailed in both the theatres 

and two treaties were signed: the Treaty of Paris between Great Britain, France, Spain and the 

Treaty of Hubertusburg between Prussia, Austria and Saxony. The colonial landscape of North 

America drastically changed: Florida was ceded to Britain, Louisiana was given to Spain and most 

of the northern holdings of the French (in today's Canada) was also ceded to Britain. It was a 

victory for the British but at what cost? The seeds of economic turmoil were already planted during 

the war and especially after it; the effects were felt throughout the Empire. Great Britain found the 

solution for their problem in increasing the taxes imposed on the Thirteen colonies thus igniting 

the unrest that would eventually result in the American War of Independence. 
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2. Unrest in The Thirteen Colonies 

After the 7 Years’ War Britain was not only victorious but also heavily in debt. The war had proved 

to be devastating for the British economy which lead to several acts to be passed on its Colonies 

in the far American Continent. These acts include the Sugar Act (1764), the Stamp Act (1765), the 

Townshend Acts (1767) and notably the most famous Tea Act (1773). 

These acts aimed not to regulate the market but to directly raise revenue in order to make up for 

the economic damage that the 7 Years War had inflicted upon Britain. 

i- The Sugar Act imposed a tax on molasses and was aimed to be the successor of the Molasses 

Act of 1733 which had similar taxes imposed. This act didn't receive severe backlash but still acted 

as one of the factors that further instigated the unrest in the 13 Colonies. 

ii- The Stamp Act imposed a tax on all paper documents in the colonies. This act was the most 

severely reacted one to date as it came in the midst of economic hardship in the colonies, so it 

aroused even more vehement resistance. A famous quote from one of the opponents of the Stamp 

Act and a Founding Father, Patrick Henry: 

“Give me liberty, or give me death!” 

This was one of the first concrete signs that the people living under the colonial rule had started to 

see the British Parliament unfit to exact laws on them. Taxation without representation was now 

the motto of the resistance that grew stronger every day. This led to some colonists taking matters 

into their own hands, and the Sons of Liberty was one of those groups. This mob paraded through 

the streets with an effigy of Andrew Oliver, Boston’s stamp distributor, which they hanged from 

the Liberty Tree and beheaded before ransacking Oliver’s home. Oliver agreed to resign his 

commission as stamp distributor. 
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Though this resistance was very much present most of the people of the New World still accepted 

the British Crown and even wrote petitions to the king affirming both their loyalty and the 

conviction that only the colonial assemblies had the constitutional authority to tax the colonist. 

iii- The Townshend Acts imposed taxes on British china, glass, lead, paint, paper and tea imported 

to the colonies. These particular items were chosen for taxation because the British thought they 

would be difficult for the colonists to produce on their own. They estimated the duties would raise 

approximately 40,000 pounds, with most of the revenue coming from the tea.  

This act faced many protests and many settlements in the colonies agreed to boycott the British 

trade claiming that they would not accept this new law due to “Taxation without representation.”. 

To counter the unrest and rebellion in their colonies the British sent more than 2,000 troops to 

occupy Boston and quell the unrest. With the arrival of this military presence, tensions grew even 

stronger. Skirmishes and fights became increasingly common and in the city of Boston patriots 

and colonists were extremely dedicated to making each other lives as difficult as possible. Tensions 

between the colonists and British troops finally led to a confrontation on the King Street where 5 

patriots shot. This event would be heavily publicized and become one of the main events that spark 

the American Revolution. Though the details on what exactly happened in the Boston Massacre, 

we know this: 

An angry mob consisting of Patriots attacked the Custom House, which was protected by only one 

soldier. As they claimed the King’s money for themselves the redcoat assigned to protect it 

retreated and called for reinforcements. In a rather short amount of time, the mob was led to a 

confrontation with several armed soldiers. The unarmed patriots had only snowballs and rocks in 

their hand so there were shots fired on sight but as the violence escalated the protesters started 

attacking the soldiers with clubs and stick a single word was heard. 

“Fire!” 
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       It didn't matter who uttered those words 

as it was enough for the soldiers skirmishing 

with the protesters to open fire, leading to the 

demise of 5 people. 

“None of them was a hero. The victims were 

troublemakers who got more than they deserved. 

The soldiers were professionals…who shouldn’t 

have panicked? The whole thing shouldn’t have 

happened.” 

-Captain Thomas Preston who was in charge of 

the firing soldiers. 

iv- The Tea Act was the last major act to be 

passed by the British Parliament. This law exacting tax on tea was what had remained of the 

Townshend Acts. Unlike its predecessors, it wasn't made for the sole reason to raise revenue but 

to bail out the floundering East India Company, a key factor in the British economy. As the 13 

Colonies did not exactly accept the taxes on the tea trade before, this act only rekindled their 

opposition to it. This act led to arguably one of the most significant causes of the American 

Revolution; the Boston Tea Party. 

Before the event of the Boston Tea Party, there was already a prominent opposition to the taxes on 

tea. Most of the tea consumed in the colonies were smuggled Dutch tea with some of the smugglers 

being key actors in the later on a revolution like Samuel Adams. At this point, the situation in the 

colonies was reaching a boiling point. Act after act the British Parliament taxed goods and refused 

to listen to the complaints in the 13 Colonies. A secret group consisting of wealthy and influential 

patriots, the Sons of Liberty -which was also responsible for many minor uprisings before- decided 

to take action. 

Figure 2: A Gazette front page with the Head Title 

the Bloody Massacre 
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Led by Adams, the Sons of Liberty held meetings rallying against British Parliament and protested 

the Griffin’s Wharf arrival of Dartmouth, a British East India Company ship carrying tea. By 

December 16, 1773, Dartmouth had been joined by her sister ships, Beaver and Eleanor; all three 

ships loaded with tea from China. That morning, as thousands of colonists convened at the wharf 

and its surrounding streets, a meeting was held at the Old South Meeting House where a large 

group of colonists voted to refuse to pay taxes on the tea or allow the tea to be unloaded, stored, 

sold or used. Governor Thomas Hutchison refused to allow the ships to return to Britain and 

ordered the tea tariff be paid and the tea unloaded. The colonists refused, and Hutchison never 

offered a satisfactory compromise. 

That night, a large group of men – many reportedly members of the Sons of Liberty – disguised 

themselves in Native American garb, boarded the docked ships and threw 342 chests of tea into 

the water. Said participant James Hawkes,  

“We then were ordered by our commander to open the hatches and take out all the chests of 

tea and throw them overboard, and we immediately proceeded to execute his orders, first 

cutting and splitting the chests with our tomahawks, so as thoroughly to expose them to the 

effects of the water.” 

According to participant George Hews,  

“We were surrounded by British armed ships, but no attempt was made to resist us.” 

Though nearly a million dollars’ worth of tea was destroyed there were no casualties and no one 

was hurt. This protest which would be known as the Boston Tea Party would be a symbolic 

moment for the upcoming revolution. 

What is not widely known about this event is that not every patriot shared the same sentiment. 

Benjamin Franklin thought that it was unfair to leave the British East India Company without 
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payment for the damages and George Washington like many other elites in the colonies 

condemned the event because of its lack of respect for private property. 

“the cause of Boston…ever will be considered as the cause of America.” 

-George Washington, 1774 

This event also caused many other but minor protests to happen throughout the colonies but its 

most important result came from across the ocean. 

a- The Empire Strikes Back 

In response to the ever-growing unrest in the colonies and its effects such as the Boston Tea Party 

and the Boston Massacre, the British Parliament adopted a series of acts which would be known 

as the Coercive Acts. 

i. Boston Port Bill (1774), closed the Boston port until restitution was made for the destroyed tea. 

Figure 3: The Boston Tea Party 
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ii. The Massachusetts Government Act (1774), which restricted Massachusetts; democratic town 

meetings and turned the governor’s council into an appointed body. This act abrogated the colony’s 

charter of 1691, reducing it to the level of a crown colony. 

iii. Administration of Justice Act (1774), aimed at protecting British officials -redcoats-. This law 

made it so that officials could be trialled in other colonies or directly go to England for their trial, 

ultimately causing the officials to be immune to criminal prosecution in the 13 Colonies. 

iv. The Quartering Act (1774), which required colonists to house and quarter British troops on 

demand, including in their private homes as a last resort. 

In response, a group of colonial delegates (including George Washington of Virginia, John and 

Samuel Adams of Massachusetts, Patrick Henry of Virginia and John Jay of New York) met in 

Philadelphia in September 1774 to give voice to their grievances against the British crown. This 

First Continental Congress did not go so far as to demand independence from Britain, but it 

denounced taxation without representation, as well as the maintenance of the British army in the 

colonies without their consent. It issued a declaration of the rights due to every citizen, including 

life, liberty, property, assembly and trial by jury. The Congress also petitioned the crown for a 

redress of grievances accumulated since 1763. In an effort to force compliance, it called for a 

general boycott of British goods and eventual nonexportation of American products, except rice, 

to Britain or the British West Indies. The Continental Congress voted to meet again in May 1775 

to consider further action as its last act, but much would have happened by then. 

b- Battles of Lexington and Concord 

On the night of April 18, 1775, hundreds of British troops marched from Boston to nearby 

Concord, Massachusetts in order to seize an arms cache. The soldiers were under the command of 

General Thomas Gage, recently appointed the royal governor of Massachusetts. 



Şahinkaya MUN Training 2019      CC: American War of Independence Page 14 

 

However, to their surprise, they didn't catch the patriots off guarded. At that date, the patriots had 

already established a communication line that was effective enough. 

 

    “The British are coming!”  

 

 

At the dawn of April 19 1775, in 

Lexington, a clash between the British 

forces and the patriot forces broke out. The patriot forces, being heavily outnumbered were 

defeated in Lexington and the British moved on to Concord according to their orders. 

By the time the British arrived most of the military equipment was hidden or destroyed. A British 

covering party at Concord’s North Bridge was finally confronted by 320 to 400 American patriots. 

After 4 hours of searching for military equipment in Concord, the number of militiamen had racked 

up to almost 2000 and the British were finally forced to withdraw.  The march back to Boston 

was a genuine ordeal for the British, with Americans continually firing on them from behind 

roadside houses, barns, trees, and stone walls. This experience established guerrilla warfare as the 

colonists’ best defence strategy against the British. Total losses were British 273, American 95. 

Though the battles did not result in an overwhelming victory it did cause for thousands of colonists 

to enlist in the patriot militia and also led to the Battle of Bunker Hill and the Siege of Boston. On 

May 10 1775, the Second Continental Congress was established. 

Two months after the Battles of Lexington and Concord, the Battle of Bunker Hill happened. 

Technically it was a defeat for the Americans but when compared by the number of casualties it 

Figure 4: A drawing of Paul Revere while passing from 

town to town 
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was a victory and turned out to be a great source of inspiration and courage that would help the 

colonists in the Siege of Boston. This battle was also a sign that showed the British that this war 

with Americans was more than a simple rebellion. Two days after the battle the Second Continental 

Congress would commission George Washington, a brilliant commander and a Seven Years War 

veteran, as commander in chief of the newly created continental army. 

c- The Siege of Boston 

After the Battle of Bunker Hill, the Siege of Boston was a stalemate for many months. The winter 

was harsh and ruthless for the continental forces under the command of George Washington.  

However, Washington was dedicated to drive the British from Boston, and in order to do this, his 

army required weapons. That winter, Colonel Henry Knox oversaw an expedition to transport more 

than 60 tons of captured military supplies from New York’s Fort Ticonderoga back to Boston. In 

May 1775, the British-held Ticonderoga and nearby Fort Crown Point had been seized by colonial 

forces under Benedict Arnold and Ethan Allen. After a challenging journey across the snowy 

terrain, the armaments, including more than 50 cannons, reached the Boston area in late January 

1776. Some of the cannon were placed in fortifications around Boston, and beginning on March 2 

used to bombard the British for two days straight. On the night of March 4, several thousand of 

Washington’s men and more of the Ticonderoga cannon were moved into position at Dorchester 

Heights, overlooking Boston and its harbour. British General William Howe realized his troops 

could not defend the town against the Continental army’s elevated position at Dorchester Heights, 

and soon decided to leave. On March 17, the eight-year British occupation of Boston ended when 

British troops evacuated the town and sailed to the safety of Nova Scotia, a British colony in 

Canada. 

III. Conclusion  

The date is August 2, 1776. Declaration of Independence was signed seconds ago and the Second 

Continental Congress has created a new body with access to every resource it has. This new body 

is to act as the highest-ranking decision-making organization in the entire 13 Colonies. 
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Gentlemen, you are now a member of the American Continental Council and the fate of this 

country relies on you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


