
Şahinkaya MUN 2018 JCC: World War II Page !1

JCC: 
WORLD 
WAR II 
Study 
Guide 

Şahinkaya  
Model United Nations  
Conference 2018 
April 28 - May 1 



Şahinkaya MUN 2018 JCC: World War II Page !2

Letter from Secretary-General 

Most distinguished participants, 

 It is an overwhelming honour for me to welcome you all to the fifth annual session of 

Şahinkaya Model United Nations Conference in the name of the most honourable Deputy 

Secretary-General Gökhan Şeheri, Director-General Kenan Bora Bulun and all other members 

of academic and organisation teams. My name is Egemen Büyükkaya and I will be serving as 

Secretary-General. Witnessing the birth and the evolution of this conference then seeing the 

particular escalation of it is a distinct feeling for all of us working day and night to bring this 

conference to reality again this year. 

  

For the last six years, we have achieved a lot with the fellow members of Şahinkaya MUN 

Club by our utmost compliance and sincerity among us and now we are a huge family with 

members all around Turkey.   In understanding MUN, a full comprehension of the United 

Nations is initial. The UN is founded on the most important principle of communication, a 

communication that is able to prevent wars, resolve problems through peace. Notwithstanding 

the obscure atmosphere of politics in today’s world that resolutions are not reached through 

communication, but through battalions and attritions. MUN is the only way to apprehend the 

right ways to resolve these international problems in a theatre of diplomacy by you, the 

leaders of the future. As Şahinkaya MUN we are working diligently with all of our 

enthusiasm to bring the most realistic committees to the participants as the previous years. 

  

In the fifth year of our conference, we have five committees that not only you can alter the 

past but also you can shape the present and the future for delegates, the leaders of the future. 

 A conference without its delegates is nothing, as the team of Şahinkaya MUN, our ultimate 

wish is to organise a conference that you will enjoy and have the most glorious memories. I 

wish that with this experience you will gain the skills that is necessary to be a part of the 

globalisation, and you will be aware that the more united we are, the stronger we will become. 

We are all looking forward to meeting you in April. 

  

Sincerely, 

Egemen Büyükkaya 

Secretary-General of Şahinkaya MUN 2018 
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Letter from Under-Secretary-General 
Most distinguished participants, 

I, as the Deputy Secretary-General of the conference and Under Secretary-General 
responsible for JCC: World War II, have the honor and privilege to welcome you all to the 5th 
annual session of Şahinkaya Model United Nations on behalf of our Secretary General Mr. 
Egemen Büyükkaya, Director-General Mr. Kenan Bora Bulun and each and every member of 
the Organization team and the Secretariat.  

I am Gökhan Şeheri, currently freshman economist at Boğaziçi University. I have been in 
MUN world since my first conference, October 2013. With my more or less 25 conference 
experience, I always looked for greatness and academic sufficiency. With my friends and 
colleagues, we worked really hard to achieve our purpose. Our primary objective in MUN is 
to teach you delegates for gaining a diplomatic stance in your future careers while 
experiencing an entertaining conference. 

Şahinkaya MUN Club has been working very hardy for the last 6 months so that you can 
experience a stimulating and a satisfying conference. The Secretariat, comprising of 
intellectually gifted hardworking veteran MUNers, has been a great part of this improvement. 

This year, we decided to give our esteemed guests an unforgettable experience by creating a 
JCC committee, first time in Şahinkaya MUN history. Me and my highly esteemed Secretary 
General Mr. Egemen Büyükkaya have been preparing this committee about a year. Our great 
efforts will become great memories in Şahinkaya MUN with your cooperation and 
contribution. Delegates are expected to be keen on role playing and focus on as they are in 
1940s as German and British soldiers and diplomats. Personally, I expect all of the delegates 
to prepare thoroughly in advance, understand their given positions and  view points. 

In the end I would like to thank the Academic and Operations Teams, the PR and Press Teams 
and for their cooperation and their relentless support in making this MUN great for delegates, 

chairs and observers alike.  

Kindest Regards, 

Gökhan Şeheri 

Deputy Secretary General, Under Secretary General Responsible for JCC:World War II
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1. Introduction to the Committee 

The so-called war to end all wars, the Great War, did not solve any of the problems which had 

caused it. The instability created in Europe by the Great War (1914-18) set the stage for 

another international conflict which broke out two decades later and would prove even more 

devastating. 

The Great War was the deadliest war which involved more countries and was more expensive 

than any other war before it. The weapons used during the Great War were also more 

advanced than any previous war, using tanks, submarines, poison gas, airplanes and long 

range artillery. Over 9 million military personnel died during this war, and over 7 million men 

were left permanently disabled. It is not surprising that the effects of the Great War were still 

evident decades later. The aftermath of the Great War saw drastic political, cultural, economic, 

and social change across Eurasia (Europe and Asia), Africa, and even in areas outside those 

that were directly involved. The Great War also affected political transformations to most of 

the principal parties involved, transforming them into electoral democracies such as Germany 

(1919), Great Britain (1918) and Turkey (1923). 

Through the period from the armistice on 11 November 1918 until the signing of the peace 

treaty with Germany on 28 June 1919, the Allies maintained the naval blockade of Germany 

that had begun during the war. The terms of the Armistice did allow food to be shipped into 

Germany, but the Allies required that Germany provide the means to do so. The German 

government was required to use its gold reserves, being unable to secure a loan from the 

United States. 

After the Paris Peace Conference of 1919, the signing of the Treaty of Versailles on 28 June 

1919, between Germany on the one side and France, Italy, Britain and other minor allied 

powers on the other, officially ended war between those countries. Other treaties ended the 

relationships of the United States and the other Central Powers. Included in the 440 articles of 

the Treaty of Versailles were the demands that Germany officially accept responsibility for 

starting the war and pay economic reparations.  1

 https://www.sutori.com/story/how-the-conclusion-of-wwi-led-to-wwii1

https://www.sutori.com/story/how-the-conclusion-of-wwi-led-to-wwii
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The Great War ended with Germany signing the Treaty of Versailles. Germany was forced to 

sign this treaty, because if they did not sign the treaty, then they would be attacked. There was 

essentially no compromising. The terms of the Treaty of Versailles focused on Germany itself, 

and not the other countries that were fighting on Germany's side. Germany got the most 

punishment because they were the third man in to this war. If Germany had not joined Great 

War, the war could have been a war between just Austria-Hungary and Serbia. Germany 

joining the war brought several other countries into the war, and made it into a full World War. 

This would make it very hard to defend themselves if there were to be another war. Germany 

also lost land in this treaty, and the League of Nations was set up due to the treaty also. All of 

these terms led to a very poor economy in Germany, and led to overall chaos. 

The Great War was the cause of problems in countries all throughout the world. The Treaty of 

Versailles sent Germany into economic chaos. After the war it seemed that Germany would be 

the country that would be struggling the most, and they were, but other countries were also 

struggling from the Great War. Other countries that were having problems were Russia, and 

Italy. The chaos that Great War brought, and left behind after it was over, was immense. In 

chaos people often look to powerful people that they will hope will step up and do what is 

necessary to get their country back to a normal state. The citizens are hoping for an easy fix to 

the problems that the war caused to their country. In Germany's case this man of power was 

Adolf Hitler, In Italy that was Mussolini, and in Russia that was Stalin.  2

Mussolini came to power in 1922, three years after the Great War. Mussolini is often seen as 

the founder of fascism. Mussolini was not very powerful throughout his early life, and came 

to power through riots, and marches. The government in Italy was so that the King appointed 

the Prime minister. To get power in Italy, Mussolini had a party of blackshirts that would go 

around spreading the word about their fascist party. For three years Mussolini ruled 

constitutionally, until in 1925, Mussolini essentially became a dictator. It was soon illegal to 

not be a fascist in Italy. The next thing that Mussolini did was to take away what he thought 

were necessary freedoms.  

Meanwhile in 1922, Russia became the Soviet Union and they joined with some other 

territories. Stalin came to power in in 1924, after Lenin died. Stalin had very specific plans for 

Russia. He did not like how many of their people died in the Great War due to lack of 

advancements, and he wanted to change that. Stalin wanted to Industrialise the Soviet Union 

 http://www.worldwar2history.info/WWII/war.html2

http://www.worldwar2history.info/WWII/war.html
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so that if there were to be another war, they would not be slaughtered. Stalin thought that he 

could accomplish industrialisation through his five year plans. This were plans that each were 

supposed to take five years, which were supposed to help industrialise the Soviet Union, and 

help the economy. Stalin also introduced collectivisation. The Soviet Union hoped that this 

would increase efficiency, and supply more food. They also hoped that since they were using 

more machines, that they would not need as many farmers, and that those farmers would then 

go to work in factories. 

Besides Mussolini and Joseph Stalin, there was a man, who took the leading role in the 

administration of Germany: Adolf Hitler. In the early 1930s, the mood in Germany was grim. 

The worldwide economic depression had hit the country especially hard, and millions of 

people were out of work. Still fresh in the minds of many was Germany's humiliating defeat 

fifteen years earlier during the Great War and Germans lacked confidence in their weak 

government, known as the Weimar Republic. These conditions provided the chance for the 

rise of a new leader, Adolf Hitler, and his party, the National Socialist German Workers' Party, 

or Nazi party for short. Hitler was a powerful and spellbinding speaker who attracted a wide 

following of Germans desperate for change. He promised the disenchanted a better life and a 

new and glorious Germany. The Nazis appealed especially to the unemployed, young people, 

and members of the lower middle class. Before the economic depression struck, the Nazis 

were practically unknown, winning only 3 percent of the vote to the Reichstag in elections in 

1924. In the 1932 elections, the Nazis won 33 percent of the votes, more than any other party. 

In January 1933 Hitler was appointed chancellor, the head of the German government and 

many Germans believed that they had found a saviour for their nation. At the Lausanne 

Conference of 1932, Germany, Britain, and France agreed to the formal suspension of 

reparations payments imposed on the defeated countries after the Great War. Thus, when 

Adolf Hitler became chancellor of Germany in 1933, the financial provisions of the Treaty of 

Versailles had already been revised. Hitler was determined to reverse the unsettled military 

and territorial provisions of the treaty and include ethnic Germans in the Reich as a step 

toward the creation of a German empire in Europe. 

During 1920s and 30s, in Britain, funding the war had a severe economic cost. The expense of 

the Great War destroyed British global pre-eminence. From being the world's largest overseas 

investor, it became one of its biggest debtors with interest payments forming around 40% of 

all government spending.  Reparations in the form of free German coal depressed local 

industry, precipitating the 1926 General Strike. Material loss was "slight": the most significant 
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being 40% of the British merchant fleet sunk by German U-boats. Most of this was replaced 

in 1918 and all immediately after the war. The military historian Correlli Barnett has argued 

that "in objective truth the Great War in no way inflicted crippling economic damage on 

Britain" but that the war "crippled the British psychologically but in no other way”. Less 

concrete changes include the growing assertiveness of Commonwealth nations. Battles such 

as Gallipoli for Australia and New Zealand, and Vimy Ridge for Canada led to increased 

national pride and a greater reluctance to remain subordinate to Britain, leading to the growth 

of diplomatic autonomy in the 1920s. These battles were often decorated in propaganda in 

these nations as symbolic of their power during the war. The populations in these countries 

became increasingly aware of their own power and Britain's fragility.  

Simply, the main causes of the conflict are related to the agreements made after the Great War. 

After the Versailles Treaty, Hitler and the Nazis assumed control of Germany by calling for a 

heroic mass effort to restore past glory allied to the humiliating situation that treaty had put 

Germany and its people. After the Great War, the German economy was too bad also due to 

the war fines that were imposed by the victorious nations and also due to the Great 

Depression. Also, the policy of appeasement, which was directed by the United Kingdom and 

France after the Great War, and the expansionism of Germany and Japan. The appeasement 

policy was considered to be a trigger for the tension between sides. The British and French 

politicians followed a policy that gave Hitler the conditions to reinforce his position within 

European countries, but also gave the Germans time to rearm, being able to reoccupy 

Rhineland and after that launch the Blitzkrieg against major part of Europe. 

Meanwhile in Asia, Japan's efforts to become a world power and the rise of militarist 

leadership (in the 1930s, the government in Japan was undermined as militarists rose to power 

and gained de facto totalitarian control) led to conflicts first with China and later the United 

States of America. Japan also sought to secure additional natural resources, such as oil and 

iron ore, due in part to the lack of natural resources on Japan's own home islands.  

We can simply list the actions and events that had boosted tension between states and 

conflicts of common interests as; 

 - Versailles Treaty 
 - Appeasement Policy 
 - Great Depression 

http://www.worldwar-two.net/events/versailles_treaty/
http://www.worldwar-two.net/biographies/adolf_hitler/
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 - Anti-semitism 
 - Expansionism 
 - Militarism 
2. Timeline of the Interwar Period (1919-1939) 

After the Great War, Europe was highly damaged, shaken and in a dark situation for both 

economical and political ways. Allied forces put an end to the war with putting defeated side 

under a huge burden especially Germany and Ottoman Empire with signing Treaties of 

Versailles and Sévres. United States and United Kingdom, as the outstanding role players of 

the Great War also led the post-war process. Treaties of Versailles and Sévres were the most 

challenging factors for both sides and over the time they became reasons for especially 

Germany’s aggressive policy during 1930s.  

National Assembly of Turkey did not recognise Treaty of Sévres. Therefore the articles were 

never implemented. Nevertheless, United States, France, United Kingdom, Italy and Greece 

were determined to share Ottoman Empire’s lands among allied powers. If they still had the 

Russian support with them, they would have been achieve their purposes on Turkish 

territories. However, with great contribution and cooperation, Turkish people managed to save 

their homeland, under the command of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. Turkish War of Independence 

was a milestone for Turkish nation since foundation of Turkish Republic was just a year later 

the Turkish War of Independence.  

Italy and Germany, as two countries who could not achieve their demands in the Great War, 

became states ruled by fascism and dictatorship with Benito Mussolini and Adolf Hitler. The 

reasons that brought Mussolini to power were economic distress and political inefficacy. 

Mussolini, came to power using these reasons and started dreaming of a new Great Italy. 

Germany was not as much as contributive and determined as Turkish nation, they were urged 

to obey the articles and sanctions of allied forces. The treaty was written by the Allies with no 

German involvement. Allies wanted to pull apart Germany to suspend and prevent potential 

threats coming from German side in the future. German government signed the treaty under 

protest.  In the 1930s, rise Adolf Hitler with an unpredictable advancement, upset the 

balances. Using the imbalance in German region caused by Republic of Weimar (founded 

after the Great War), Hitler took the control of the whole nation in short period of time. 

Country-wide propaganda and the Great Depression were the events that made Hitler’s rise 



Şahinkaya MUN 2018 JCC: World War II Page !10

much easier. During propaganda process, Hitler mostly emphasised nationalist, anti-Semitism 

and anti-communist ideology and tried to imposed on strengthening the economy and re-

establishing the German army. His propagandas and  enthusing speeches excited German 

people and increased his number of votes day by day, leading to his dictatorship with 

democratic ways. Unexpected achievements of German Reich (such deploying German 

military power to Rhine Province) alarmed Western allies block and counter-action steps had 

been taken such as Allied forces, with decreasing rays of hope, tried looking for new areas to 

keep their interests at top level.  

Although the status quo that occurred after the Great War was protected by France, due to 

disappointment that League of Nations created pushed France to follow different kind of 

measures. France aimed to protect their interests in Treaty of Versailles, regarding their 

purpose, they followed a solution process by engaging German government to arrange one-

on-one agreements. 5 years between 1925 and 1930 has passed with German-French 

relationship, after Locarno Treaties. In this time period important treaties were signed and 

taboos between countries were minimised. However, this period did not last much long 

because of divergence between United Kingdom and France and Germany’s revisionist 

policies and smart moves at the political and military stage of Europe. Nevertheless, the 

hostility between Germany and France had never been ended. With the end of Locarno period, 

tension in Europe started increased again.  3

Since 1920s, both allied and central forces tried cover their losses in the Great War and 

promote a sustainable administration system to their countries with electing new presidents or 

appointing cabinet members in order to prevent political gap during times with high tension. 

After maintaining internal stability, successors of the Great War started looking for more and 

more places to colonise and keep their imperialist policies continue whereas defeated side was 

trying to catch up with the territories and rights they have compromised during the Great War. 

This challenge was the thing that lit the fuse for a new world order and certainly new 

conflicts.  4

Here are the list of outstanding events took place during Interwar Period; 

 http://www.wiki-zero.com/index.php?3

q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvQWZ0ZXJtYXRoX29mX1dvcmxkX1dh
cl9J

 http://www.worldwar-two.net/introduction/4

http://www.worldwar-two.net/introduction/
http://www.wiki-zero.com/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvQWZ0ZXJtYXRoX29mX1dvcmxkX1dhcl9J
http://www.wiki-zero.com/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvQWZ0ZXJtYXRoX29mX1dvcmxkX1dhcl9J
http://www.wiki-zero.com/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvQWZ0ZXJtYXRoX29mX1dvcmxkX1dhcl9J
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October 29, 1918: Start of the German Revolution. 

December 27, 1918: Start of the Greater Poland Uprising against German rule. 

January 18, 1919: Opening of the Paris Peace Conference to negotiate peace treaties between 

the belligerents of the Great War. 

March 12, 1919: The Austrian Constituent National Assembly demands Austria's integration 

to Germany. 

May 4, 1919: China started to adopt the communist ideas of Karl Marx. 

June 28, 1919: The treaty of Versailles is signed The Treaty of Versailles ends World War 

One and imposes heavy reparations payments on Germany. 

September 10, 1919: German Austria signed the Treaty of Saint-Germain. 

November 27, 1919: Bulgaria signed the Treaty of Neuilly-sur-Seine. 

January 1, 1920: The Nazi Party was formed, with Adolf Hitler giving emotional speeches to 

the people to gain their favour. 

January 21, 1920: The Paris Peace Conference came to an end with the inaugural General 

Assembly of the League of Nations. 

June 4, 1920: Hungary signed the Treaty of Trianon. 

August 10, 1920: Ottoman Empire signed the Treaty of Sévres with the Allied powers. The 

Treaty of Sèvres was annulled in the course of the Turkish War of Independence and the 

parties signed and ratified the superseding Treaty of Lausanne in 1923. 

http://www.sparknotes.com/history/european/ww1/
http://www.sparknotes.com/history/european/ww1/
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November 1920: The First Meeting of the League of Nations The Assembly of the League of 

Nations met for the first time in Geneva, Switzerland. The US is notably absent, the Senate 

having voted against joining the League in November 1919. 

March, 1921: The Polish-Soviet War ends with the Peace of Riga. 

July 29, 1921: Adolf Hitler becomes the leader of the Nazi Party and earned the title “der 

Fuhrer”. 

July 31, 1921: The Chinese Communist Party was founded after the civil war in Shanghai. 

August 21, 1921: The U.S.–German Peace Treaty and the U.S.–Austrian Peace Treaty were 

signed, marking the formal end of the state of war between the two states and the United 

States instead of the Treaty of Versailles and the Treaty of Saint-Germain that were not 

ratified by the United States. 

August 29, 1921: The US-Hungarian Peace Treaty was signed, marking the formal end of the 

state of war between the two states instead of the Treaty of Trianon that was not ratified by the 

United States. 

November 1921: The Washington Conference was held the United States convenes the 

Washington Conference, attended by Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, China, 

Japan, and Portugal. The conference resulted in a naval armaments treaty that sets a ratio for 

tonnage of capital ships (over 10,000 tons, with guns bigger than eight inches) for Great 

Britain, the US, Japan, France, and Italy.  

April 16, 1922: Germany and Soviet Union signed the Treaty of Rapallo, re-establishing 

diplomatic relations, renouncing financial claims on each other and pledge future cooperation. 

October, 1922: The Russian Civil War ended in Bolshevik victory with the defeat of the last 

White forces in Siberia. 

October 29, 1922: Benito Mussolini was appointed as Prime Minister of Italy by king Victor 

Emmanuel III after the March on Rome. 
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November 1, 1922: The Grand National Assembly of Turkey abolished the Ottoman 

Sultanate. 

December 30, 1922: Belarus, Russia, South Caucuses and the Ukraine formed the Soviet 

Union. 

January 11, 1923: France and Belgium occupied the Ruhr province in an effort to compel 

Germany to step up its payments of war reparations. 

July 24, 1923: The Treaty of Lausanne, settling the boundaries of modern Turkey, was signed 

by Turkey and the Entente powers, marking the end of the Turkish War of Independence. 

August 31, 1923: The Corfu Incident. Italy bombarded and occupied the Greek island Corfu 

seeking to pressure Greece to pay reparations for the murder of an Italian general in Greece.  

October 29, 1923: Turkey officially became a Republic following the dissolution of Ottoman 

Empire. 

November 9, 1923: The Beer Hall Putsch Adolf Hitler and General Ludendorf, a World War 

One hero, lead a small contingent of followers in a harmless, comical attempt at rebellion, for 

which Hitler is imprisoned for two years. 

January 21, 1924: Vladimir Lenin Dies Lenin's death leaves some question as to who will be 

his successor. Joseph Stalin eventually beats out Leon Trotsky to take control of the Soviet 

government. 

February 1, 1924: The United Kingdom extended diplomatic recognition to the Soviet 

Union. 

May 11, 1924: The Cartel des Gauches won the French Election The Cartel displaces the 

ruling Bloc National, in a marked victory for the left, but proves unable to govern effectively. 
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August 16, 1924: The Dawes Plan was accepted. It ended the Allied occupation of the Ruhr 

and set a staggered payment plan for Germany’s payment of war reparations. 

August 18, 1924: France began withdrawing its troops from the Ruhr in Germany. 

August 27, 1924: The German Chamber of Deputies Accepts the Dawes Plan The Dawes 

Plan restructures the schedule of German reparations payments so as to reduce the amount of 

annual payments, and grants Germany a large loan. 

December 1, 1925: The Locarno Pacts are Signed The Locarno Pacts are signed in efforts to 

stabilise relations with Germany and its neighbours. The pacts usher in a period of peace and 

prosperity. 

1926: Joseph Pilsudski Becomes Virtual Dictator in Poland Pilsudski maintains this position 

until his death in May 1935 

January 3, 1926: Theodoros Pangalos declared himself as dictator of Greece. 

January 31, 1926: British and Belgian troops left Cologne, Germany.  

March 1926: The Samuel Commission in England released its report on coal mining the 

Samuel Commission, under the conservative government, releases a report which advises 

wage cuts for miners. The Triple Alliance responded by striking, which was emulated by 

many other industries in England to protest he Conservative government's policies. 

April 24, 1926: The Treaty of Berlin was signed by Germany and the Soviet Union, which 

declared neutrality if either country is attacked within the next five years. 

May 25, 1926: Ukrainian nationalist leader Symon Petliura was assassinated by Russian Jew 

Sholom Schwartzbard in Paris. 

September 8, 1926: Germany joined the League of Nations. 
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December 2, 1926: Emperor Taisho died and his son, Hirohito became the new Emperor of 

Japan. 

April 12, 1927: The Chinese Civil War began between nationalists and communists. 

May 20, 1927: Saudi Araba and the United Kingdom signed the Treaty of Jeddah. 

December 14, 1927: Iraq gained independence from the United Kingdom. 

August 2, 1928: Italy and Ethiopia signed the Italo-Ethiopian Treaty, pledging cooperation 

and friendship. 

August 27, 1928: The Kellogg-Briand Pact was signed in Paris by the major powers of the 

world, outlawing aggressive warfare. 

October 1, 1928: The Soviet Union launched the first five-year plan. 

February 11, 1929: Italy and the Holy See signed the Lateran Treaty, normalising relations 

between the Vatican and Italy. 

March 28, 1929: Japan withdrew troops from China, ending the Jinan Incident. 

October 1929: The stock market crash, commonly dubbed the Wall Street Crash, took place 

in New York, starting the Great Depression. 

April 22, 1930: The United Kingdom, United States, France, Italy and Japan sign the London 

Naval Treaty regulating submarine warfare and limiting naval shipbuilding. 

June 30, 1930: France withdrew its remaining troops from the Rhineland ending the 

occupation of the Rhineland. 

April 14, 1931: The Spanish Monarchy is Overthrown and The Republic Is Born A 

provisional government is established to take Spain from monarchy to republicanism. 
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September 18, 1931: Mukden Incident, the Japanese staged a false flag bombing against a 

Japanese-owned railroad in the Chinese region of Manchuria, blaming Chinese dissidents for 

the attack. 

September 19, 1931: Using the Mukden Incident as a pretext, the Japanese invaded 

Manchuria. 

February 27, 1932: Fighting between China and Japan in Manchuria ended with Japan in 

control of Manchuria 

February - July 1932: The final League of Nations Disarmament Conference was held the 

last major League of Nations-sponsored disarmament conference met from February to July 

1932 at Geneva, with 60 nations in attendance, including the United States. However, this 

conference, like it's predecessors, failed to secure any agreement, and organised disarmament 

remained an unaccomplished goal. 

1933 - 1934: 1,140,000 Communist Party Members were expelled by Stalin Stalin's Central 

Purge Commission, created in 1933, publicly investigates and tries many party members for 

treason as Stalin seeks to rid the party of opposition. 

January 30, 1933: Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany in an attempt to reel in the 

chaos of the German government, President Paul von Hindenburg declared Hitler chancellor, 

the first major step in Hitler's ascent to dictatorship. 

March 23, 1933: The German Reichstag passed the Enabling Act. The Enabling Act gave 

Hitler the power to issue decrees with the status of law. 

April 26, 1933: The Gestapo secret police was established in Germany. 

June 21, 1933: All non-Nazi parties were banned in Germany. 

April 26, 1933: The Nazi party became the official party of Germany. 

October 19, 1933: Germany left the League of Nations. 
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January 26, 1934: Germany and Poland signed a 10 year non-aggression pact. 

September, 1934: The Soviet Union joined the League of Nations. 

December 29, 1934: Japan renounced the Washington Naval Treaty and the London Naval 

Treaty. 

October 2, 1935: Italy invaded Ethiopia, beginning the Second Italo-Abyssinian War. 

March 7, 1936: Violating the Treaty of Versailles, Germany seized the Rhineland. 

June 3, 1936: Leon Blum's Popular Front Government came to Power in France The Popular 

Front, a leftist party, instituted social legislation and allowed wide public participation in the 

government, but ultimately failed to curtail the depreciating economy. 

July 17, 1936: The Spanish Nationalists began the Spanish Civil War Generals Goded, Mola, 

and Francisco Franco led troops in rebellion against the republic, sparking the Spanish Civil 

War. 

November 25, 1936: The Anti-Comintern Pact was signed by Japan and Germany, agreeing 

to go to war with the Soviet Union if one of the signatories is attacked by the Soviet Union. 

April 25, 1937: Spanish Nationalists bombed Guernica. The small northern town of Guernica 

was bombed, and civilians were gunned down as they fled the scene. In this brutal massacre 

1500 die and 800 were wounded, but the military targeted in the town remain intact. 

July 7, 1937: The Marco Polo Bridge Incident occurs, beginning the Second Sino-Japanese 

War. 

November 6, 1937: Italy joined the Anti-Comintern Pact. 

December 11, 1937: Italy left the League of Nations. 
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March 6, 1938: Japanese troops reached the Yellow River in China. 

March 13, 1938: Austria was incorporated by Germany. 

July 29, 1938: The Soviet-Japanese border conflicts began with the Battle of Lake Khasan. 

August, 1938: Soviet Union won the Battle of Lake Khasan against Japan. 

September 18, 1938: The Munich Pact was signed. Britain and France appeased Hitler by 

signing the Munich Pact, which granted Hitler control of the Czech Sudetenland. 

March 15, 1939: Germany occupied the Czech part in violation of the Munich Agreement. 

The Czechs did not attempt to put up any organised resistance having lost their main 

defensive line with the annexation of the Sudetenland. Germany established the Protectorate 

of Bohemia and Moravia.  

March 30, 1939: The Spanish Civil War ended. Madrid fell to Francisco Franco's forces, 

effectively ending the Spanish Civil War. Franco's oppressive dictatorship began. 

April 7-12, 1939: Italy invaded Albania, with little in the way of military resistance. 

June 14, 1939: The Tientsin Incident occurred, Japanese blockaded the British concession in 

the North China Treaty Port of Tienstin. 

August 30, 1939: German ultimatum to Poland concerning the Polish Corridor and the Free 

City of Danzig. 

September 1, 1939: Without response to ultimatum, Germany invaded Poland. 

September 2,1939: The governments of Britain and France delivered their ultimatums to 

German officials in regards to German invasion of Poland. 

September 3, 1939: Britain declared war on Germany, leading Prime Minister Neville 

Chamberlain to arrange a war cabinet. 
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September 3, 1939: The British transatlantic passenger liner SS Athenia was sunk by German 

U-boat U-30, killing 128 aboard. 

September 4, 1939: The British Royal Air Force launched its first bombing missions against 

German targets - these being warships stationed off of the northwest coast of Germany. 

September 17, 1939: The British aricraft carrier HMS Courageous was sunk southwest of the 

Irish coast by German U-boat U-29. 

October 14, 1939: The British Royal Navy battleship Royal Oak was sunk by U-47 with 833 

lives lost. 

December 2, 1939: The Finnish government searched for assistance from the League of 

Nations. 

December 14, 1939: The Soviet Union is expelled from the League of Nations. 

March 28, 1940: The governments of France and Britain agreed to not make any secret peace 

treaties with the Germans and remain a unified front. 

May 7, 1940: The debate on the debacle in Norway led to Chamberlain’s resignation. 

May 10, 1940: British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain resigned. 

May 10, 1940: Winston Churchill became Prime Minister and called upon War Cabinet. 

  5 6

3. Britain in the Interwar Period 

After the Great War, it was time for peace and relative economic activity for United Kingdom. 

In the Middle East, Britain and France had divided most of the former Ottoman Empire 

between them. But the underlying reality was that Britain could no longer afford to build the 

bases or ships to defend its empire as it had before 1914. Years after the Great War were 

Britain's last hurrah as the great imperial power it had been for the previous 200 years. The 

 https://www.secondworldwarhistory.com/britain-ww2-events-timeline.asp5
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country was £900 million in debt to the US for war loans, which were to be repaid 

immediately. Britain's enviable worldwide investments were wiped out, its coal and cotton 

export markets had collapsed. Also, the Great Depression impacted Britain less economically 

and politically than other nations. 

There were movements in different fields such as economy and politics. Labour Party became 

the main opposition to the Conservative party after the Liberal Party had collapsed. With the 

emergence of revolutionary forces, most notably in Bolshevik Russia and Socialist Germany, 

but also in Hungary, Italy and elsewhere, revolution to overthrow established elites and 

aristocracies was in the air. The Labour Party largely controlled working-class politics, and it 

strongly supported the government in London and opposed violent revolution. Nevertheless, 

there were concerns about republicanism. Nervous conservatives related republicanism to the 

rise of socialism and the growing labour movement. Their concerns, although overstated, 

resulted in a redesign of the monarchy's social role to be more inclusive of the working class 

and its representatives, a dramatic change for George V, who was most comfortable with 

naval officers and landed gentry. The king also cultivated friendly relations with leading 

Labour party politicians and trade union officials. George V's abandonment of social 

aloofness conditioned the royal family's behaviour and enhanced its popularity during the 

economic crises of the 1920s and for over two generations thereafter.  7

Besides domestic affairs, United Kingdom had concerns regarding stabilising balances in 

Europe, re-considering its power in Far East and keeping relationships with United States. 

Hence, it can be understood from Britain’s peacemaking policies between United States and 

France. Although Lloyd George stated his expectancy regarding reparations after the Great 

War and destruction of German militarism in order to address British people’s anti-German 

feelings; he actually thought it would have been a mistake charging German folks for 

Germany’s past actions. Therefore, considering potential German threat and possible future 

German-Soviet alliance, he seemed mild in foreign affairs contradictorily his internal 

propagandas. It can be argued that Britain’s anti-revisionist policy was for keeping its 

supremacy in Far East, preventing possible German-Bolshevik approach, protecting Europe 

from possible single nation hegemony (especially considering Germany’s desire for expansion 

and preventing France to gain strength), guaranteeing free pass through the Bosphorus and the 
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Dardanelles and consolidating British supremacy in Far East in order to control Middle East 

petroleum and Mediterranean region.  

Between years 1919-1931, there were no substantial tension in international arena and no 

opposition to status quo, therefore there were no potential war threat. Britain’s positive 

opinion for Tzar Nikola II’s abdication turned into a strict negative reaction with Lenin and 

Bolshevik Revolution and after the revolution it could easily be seen Britain’s hostile attitude 

towards Soviets became more specific. Soviet-German approach has proved that United 

Kingdom’s concerns are not in vain. Also, during this time period, neither fascism nor 

Mussolini was a threat for Europe and in fact British politicians and even Winston Churchill 

had mentioned their admiration to Mussolini for his success in Italy.  8

Germany had always been a question mark for United Kingdom during post-war period. 

Besides necessity of implementation of the Treaty of Versailles, Britain supported Germany 

for aforementioned reasons and stated the injustice that the treaty caused. Therefore, France’s 

search for military ally was not accepted by the United Kingdom. Because Britain bewared of 

France’s hegemony in Europe as much as they bewared of Germany’s gathering its power 

back. France’s demand from League of Nations regarding establishment of an International 

Army considering so-called weak states stance against potential powerful countries was the 

main concern of United Kingdom.  

Between 1931-1936, United Kingdom had problems on the basis of Germany, Italy and Japan. 

In this time period Britain carried out a policy that criticised by Winston Churchill such as not 

taking effective military precautions against Japan militarism, Hitler and Mussolini. Although 

the existence of current problems were noticed at the beginning of 1930s, they were not 

considered as potential threats especially ones emerged after the Great Depression in 1929. 

Mobility in Europe was at its top level in 1935 and one thing led to another until 1935, Italy’s 

invasion to Ethiopia, German invasion to Rhine in 1936 and Spanish Civil War.  

The most outstanding move of the 1937-1938 period was Prime Minister Neville 

Chamberlain’s mollifying policy. Prime Minister Chamberlain tried to abstain from potential 

conflicts considering world-wide tension, even though he was criticised to be unsuccessful. It 

could be said that Prime Minister Chamberlain aimed purposes like having an active foreign 
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policy, mollify, armament and peace-making. Besides, considering the tough situation of the 

country, Britain abstained from any kind of armed conflicts.  

Eventually, it was understood that mollifying policies and peace-making efforts will not 

provide stability in the Europe although Britain tried to emphasize that there were no 

alternative than peace and stability more than one because of ebullient possession of countries 

and increasing future threats across the world. 

4. Germany in the Interwar Period 

Immediately after the the Great War, Germany was faced with severe restrictions with the 

Treaty of Versailles. While Germans was agreeing to surrender, they expected that a possible 

treaty would reflect Wilson’s Fourteen Points. However, with the significant resentment from 

the British and the French for these points to be applied for Germany, the Treaty transformed 

into a very undesirable one, thus leaving Germany in a state of bitter devastation. 

With the Treaty of Versailles, Germany agreed to give reparations for the damages in the 

Great War , but after a short while the French occupied the Ruhr region which was an integral 9

territory of then German state. The German people living in the Ruhr was mis-treated and this 

can be considered as an great humiliation which created a notion revenge throughout the 

Germany. The Treaty of Versailles also created a great distress for Germany. Considering this, 

United States of America issued Dawes Plan (see in page ..) which incorporates giving loans 

to Germany. However, in 1924, the Great Depression hit the world, especially the USA, and 

consequently, the USA became unable to provide loans for Germany. This situation pawed the 

way for a massive state of depression in Germany and apparently allowed the National 

Socialist Worker Party (NSDAP), in other words, Nazis to rise in power. The leader of the 

Nazis was Adolf Hitler who promised better jobs and standards of living for the people while 

also promising redemption after the Treaty of Versailles, and restoration of Germany’s glory 

as a Great Power. Hitler was born in a small village of Austria in 1889. He dreamed about 

being an artist at first, but when he was not admitted to the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna to 

study painting, he did many different jobs and developed a great interest in politic, in turn, 

this interest driver him to join to the German Army where he earned the iron cross for bravery 

as a message-carrier. After his service in the army, the defeat of Germany caused a significant 

level of disturbance in Hitler and he immensely attributed this loss the Jews and socialists.  

 The Great War is usually known as Second World War today.9
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Figure 1: A watercolour painting by Adolf Hitler. 

After the Great War, Hitler remained in army and 

he was sent to Munich with the assignment to 

infiltrate the German Worker’s Party (DAP). The 

other party members were greatly influenced by 

Hitler’s oratorical skills and they him accepted as a 

party member within a week. While working in DAP as a military agent, Hitler’s anti-Semitic 

and anti-Marxist sentiments grew significantly. Through the efforts of Hitler, the parties name 

was changed to National Socialist German Worker’s Party, Nazi Party for short, to increase 

the appeal to the party for the people with strong nationalistic ideologies. Hitler was discarded 

from the army in 1920, and this way he had the chance to work full-time for the party’s 

activities.  

Hitler’s use of language was very effective and he have exercised his power in many of his 

activities. For instance, in 1923, Hitler gained the help of General Ludendorf ,who was a war 

hero from the Great War, attempted a coup to the local Government of Bavaria. This event 

was known as the Beer Hall Putsch and it was inspired by Benito Mussolini's successful 

March on Rome in 1922. Hitler had jumped onto a beer hall table and proclaimed that the 

current Weimar government was overthrown. Together with the forces of Sturmabteilung 

(SA)  also known as the Brownshirts, they had attracted many supporters, and marched to the 10

centre of Munich. Nearly all of them, including Hitler, were arrested on that day. Hitler spent 

two years at prison, and wrote Mein Kampf (My Stuggle) in there. In this book, he made a 

comprehensive outline for his ideologies of Aryan superiority and Jewish inferiority.  

He was released in 1925 from prison and continue to its active political career in the Nazi 

Party. Notwithstanding the development in Hitler’s use of his oratorical skills, there were a 

little to no advancement in the popularity of his party. Because, there were a relatively stable 

period in Europe between the year 1925-29. However, with the economic crisis after this time 

period, the popularity of the party rose as their main promise was more employment and glory 

for the nation. In the general election of 1932, they had managed to win a 37.3% popular vote 

and thus, occupy 230 seats in the German Reichstag. After the election, the instability within 

 definition insert SA10
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the German government was escalating. This situation forced the President von Hindenburg to 

appoint Adolf Hitler as Chancellor on January 30, 1933. As Hitler finally acquired these 

powers, he worked meticulously to dissolve the Reichstag. Soon after Hitler’s appointment, 

the Reichstag building were set on fire on February 27, 1933. The arsonist ,an disabled Dutch 

boy, was claimed to be working for communists and immediately arrested. However, the 

Nazis are believed to set the fire themselves. This way, they had acquired the parliamentary 

powers of the Reichstag and persuaded the President that Hitler should be the sole authority to 

maintain the public order. Holding public meetings, wearing political uniforms, and any 

dissenting opinion for Nazi ideologies were completely prohibited. The SA was assigned to 

roam the streets for terrorising their opponents. Under the chancellorship of Hitler, an election 

was held in 1933, and he won 43.9% of the popular vote. Nevertheless, the aim of Hitler was 

to declare the Communist Party illegal and in order to achieve it two-thirds majority was 

required. Therefore, an alliance was formed with the Nationalist Party to gain this majority, 

thus declaring the Communist Party illegal. 

On March 23, 1933, the Reichstag passed an act that can be considered as the breakthrough 

for Nazism and Adolf Hitler. The name of this act was the Enabling Act and it give Hitler the 

power to enact laws without the slightest involvement of the Reichstag. After the President 

von Hindenburg died in 1934, Hitler merged the positions of chancellor and president into one  

office: Führer. By this act, the personal decrees of Hitler was to be considered as laws. Under 

this rule, Hitler have designed Third Reich under a rule of dictatorship. All educational 

activities was under the total control of the Ministry of Propaganda with curricula reflecting 

Nazi ideology. Additionally, the Ministry of Propaganda led by Joseph Goebbels heavily 

instilled anti-Semitism through newspapers, cinema, radio, and art. Hitler’s government was 

the sole supervisor of the German economy. They have managed to stabilise their economy 

and increase unemployment. But the major source of this was re-militarisation through a 

direct violation of the Treaty of Versailles, and later the Locarno Pact. The international 

community kept its completely passive attitude for Hitler because of the immense fear for 

another war. Germany tested its limits by re-occupying the Rhineland in 1936 and Austria in 

1938. With the notion of anything is preferable to a repeat of the war, in 1938, Munich 

Conference was held with the representatives of Germany, Great Britain, France, and Italy to 

discuss the sovereignty of the Sudetenland which was a part of Czechoslovakia. Even though 

the Allies had military alliance with Czechoslovakia, they did not invite Czech representative 

to the conference, After Hitler vowed not to take anymore land, the Allies and Italy 



Şahinkaya MUN 2018 JCC: World War II Page !25

unconditionally surrendered the Sudetenland to Germany just for appeasement. The Prime 

Minister of UK, Neville Chamberlain thought that he has secured the peace, but Hitler broke 

his promise and invaded the Czechoslovakia as a whole. 

After the invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1939, a Non-Aggression Pact was agreed between 

Nazis and Soviets that they ensure no hostility between them and a negotiated division of 

Poland. This move was to avoid the possibility of a two-front war for Germany, and also 

Soviets bought some time to mobilise their armies. After all these belligerences and 

appeasements, Poland’s invasion by Germany officially triggered the World War II, on 

September 11th, 1939. 

Finally, in 1939, Hitler met with Stalin to negotiate a secret Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact 

which agreed that Russia and Germany would not attack each other and they would split up 

Poland. Ultimately, Hitler just wanted to avoid a two-front war and Stalin wanted to buy time 

because they were not ready for war. World War II was officially triggered after Hitler 

attacked Poland on September 11th, 1939. 

5. Causes of World War II 

Treaty of Versailles, 1919.   11 12

The Treaty of Versailles was signed in The Halls of Mirrors on June 28, 1919, at the Paris 

Peace Conference. This treaty is the document that outlines the terms of Germany’s surrender 

to the Allies after its defeat. The leading powers in the conference were the Great Britain and 

France. They were both determined to eliminate the German threat for good but they also 

differ in their aims. In the UK’s point of view, the territories of Germany can be described as a 

buffer zone between capitalism and communism. A weak Germany would not resist to the 

influence of Soviet communism, thus, it would not deter the spread of communism from 

Russia into West. While this stands out to be a imminent risk, in the conference, the French 

was filled with the notions of revenge on Germany. They were determined to ensure the 

security of their country by ensuring Germany would never be able to get up from its knees 

again. Additionally, on the other side, USA suggested less destructive measures for Germany 

according to the Fourteen Points of Woodrow Wilson. Nevertheless, the Treaty came up 

mostly according to the British and French aspirations. 

 https://inter-wars.weebly.com/treaty-of-versailles-1919.html11
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The most prominent terms of the Treaty comprise major territorial concessions of Germany. 

Germany had been forced to concede Alsace-Lorraine back to France, Eupen and Malmedy to 

Belgium, Northern Schleswig to Denmark, Hultschin to Czechoslovakia, West Prussia, Posen 

and Upper Silesia given to Poland. These concessions also included the lands Germany 

acquired long before the Great War. In addition, Germany was to take sole responsibility for 

causing the war, and obliged to pay reparation of 132 billion gold marks which was 

impossible to pay in short term. The German army was limited to a maximum of 100,000 

men, and the usage of heavy artillery, gas, tanks, aircraft and submarines was also banned. 

German ships were seized as compensation for ships destroyed by the Germans in 

Unrestricted Submarine Warfare. Germany was prohibited to annex Austria (Anschluss) by 

any means including referendum, and lastly, Germany was not allowed to join the League of 

Nations.     

The Treaty was among the least desirable treaties made after the Great War. Addition to the 

devastating effects of war on Germany, this treaty multiplied these effects, crippling the 

German economy and social life pawed the pay to the rise of Adolf Hitler who had promised 

them a better life and a vengeance. The treaty have created autonomous regions and buffer 

states which are completely de-militarised within Germany. Since these little states was 

having no protection, it was much easier for Hitler to invade them. There were absolutely no 

confrontation of Allied powers for these invasions to maintain the Treaty of Versailles, on the 

contrary, Allied Powers were just trying to appease Hitler’s belligerence by giving him what 

he wanted. All in all, these are the leading factors for the ineffectiveness of the treaty, and it is 

widely considered that the Treaty of Versailles was overall a failure which was not able to 

prevent the emergence of a bigger and terrifying war. 

The League of Nations, 1919. 

The League of Nations was an international organisation that was created to be a place to 

discuss global problems, solve international conflicts through negotiations and diplomacy 

with bringing secret alliances and treaties to a halt. The League has been founded with the 

contribution of the United States President Woodrow Wilson at the Paris Peace Conference.    

As a consequence of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany was not permitted to join because they 

admitted their sole responsibility for the Great War, and also Russia was not invited to join 
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because of their ideology of communism. These factors made the League highly biased and 

undermined its strength greatly. 

The League tried to put its main emphasis on the peace in Europe, and it has been authorised 

to put economic sanctions on any member that violated either the Treaty of Versailles, or 

posed a threat to international peace. The economic sanctioning was the only prominent 

power of the League since no military power was reserved for it. With the emergence of the 

Great Depression, the League also lost its ability to put economic sanctions, and consequently, 

failed to prevent any minor or major threat including the annexation of Austria and 

Czechoslovakia and the Spanish Civil War. The League had continued to lose its influence as 

its members continued to leave. After the World War II, in 1946, it finally resolved and 

succeed to a more useful and well designed organisation (with a military power) named 

United Nations.  

Washington Naval Talks, 1921-22. 

In the Washington Naval Talks, the main objective was the naval disarmament by setting a 

ratio. Nine countries, but mainly the USA, the Great Britain, France, Japan, and Italy had 

attended to the talks. According to the treaty, the United States and Great Britain was allowed 

500,000 tons, Japan 300,000 tons, and both Italy and France were allowed 175,000 tons of 

naval armament. The ratio caused a major controversy. Japan wanted a 10:10:7 ratio (US: GB: 

Japan), while the U.S. and Great Britain wanted a 10:10:5 ratio. The final 5:5:3 ratio was 

arrived at through compromise, but it Japan was not satisfied. It felt that it deserved a higher 

tonnage and the treaty was unfair.     

French occupation of the Ruhr, 1923. 

The Ruhr is an industrial region situated in the West of Germany near France on the basin of 

the Rhine River. The region has huge coal mines and effective transportation systems with the 

total area of 7330 km2. After the defeat in the Great War, Germany was totally unable to pay a 

portion of the 33 billion dollars of reparations, France occupied the Ruhr region and took the 

full control of the coal mines in the region in January, 1923. The extracted coal was to be used 

to pay reparations from the War. It is argued that the German people of Ruhr were mistreated. 

German people and government was having strong dissents but they could not find any 

platform to voice them since that have been excluded from the League of Nations. The only 

thing that Germany was able to do was to encourage workers to follow a policy of passive 
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resistance where the workers would produce as little as possible. This action had severe 

effects on both countries. The economy of the Ruhr was in a state of a standstill, and this 

contributed to the gradually escalation into the national bankruptcies of both France and 

Germany. 

Dawes Plan, 1924. 

The Dawes Plan was mainly an American initiative to help Germany pay the unimaginable 

amounts of reparations. All of the European countries were aware of Germany’s inability to 

pay these, so they occupied some lands such as the Ruhr region. However, the U.S. had 

approached to the issue differently by providing loans to help Germany in reorganising the 

reparation payments. This plan had been proved to be successful as the German economy 

started to recover and France withdrew its presence from Ruhr. This more prosperous 

situation stayed until the the Stock Market Crash of 1929. Consequently, the U.S had ceased 

its economic support to Germany. The unpaid reparation was still huge, so that it was 

inevitable to deliberate not process for the payments. 

Locarno Pact, 1925. 

Soon after the ratification of the Treaty of Versailles, it was globally understood that it was 

insufficient in accommodation many nations’ needs and solve international problems related 

to Germany. In order to discuss sustainable political borders in peace Belgium, United 

Kingdom, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Italy, and Poland met in Locarno in October, 

1925. One of the major targets of the conference was to settle the situation between Germany 

and France, and to tackle this other nations in the conference treated Germany in a friendly 

fashion first time after the Great War. The most important outcome of the conference was the 

Rhineland Security Pact. A neutral zone was to be set in the Rhineland which includes 

Belgian, French and German soil. In addition, the Great Britain and Italy had pledged to resist 

whatever country that violated the demilitarised Rhineland region. Another major outcome 

was the attainment German membership in the League of Nations. 

Kellogg-Briand Pact, 1928. 

This pact was signed between 62 countries with the desire to outlaw war. After the Great War, 

every nation have tried to prevent a second world war. Most of the countries including 

Germany, France, and USA pledged not to resort to war and seek for peaceful settlements of 
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disputes. The pact was named after its authors: U.S. Secretary of State Frank B. Kellogg and 

French foreign minister Aristide Briand. Even though there were a huge participation for the 

pact, the enforcement of it were very poorly implemented, and it failed to prevent Nazi 

aggression. Many other agreements were made similar to this pact, one of them was the 

Livitinov Protocol. This protocol was adopted by the Soviet Union and four other states, in 

response to the Kellogg-Briand Pact. It contained similar language, denouncing war as an 

aspect of foreign policy. 

Young Plan, 1929. 

Immediately after the emergence of the Great Depression, the U.S. had discontinued to 

provide funding and loans for Germany under the name of Dawes Plan. Therefore, a new 

approach to stabilise the Germany’s punishment was needed. The U.S. appointed financier 

Owen D. Young to the Allied Reparations Committee to find a way to solve this matter. Under 

his leadership, the Committee suggested to reduce the total reparations of Germany to around 

three-quarters of the present value and outlined the plan for annual payments until 1988. All 

parties other than Germany accepted this plan. Germany, under the chancellorship of Hitler, 

refused to comply because of the growing unemployments in the country in 1931, and finally 

in 1932, Germany suspended any payment of reparation. 

Japan’s invasion of Manchuria, 1931. 

In 1931, Japan implemented an immediate invasion to Manchuria without any declarations of 

war. They have breached to rules of the League of Nations and Kellogg-Briand Pact. The sole 

reason of this invasion was overpopulation. Although, Japan had a developed industry, their 

homeland was highly scarce of natural resources. The region of Manchuria in Chinese 

mainland was considerably rich in natural resources especially oil, rubber, and lumber. 

Through the invasion, Japan had the chance to make up the the needs of its people. After the 

invasion, China pleaded to the League of Nations to expel the Japanese out of their country. 

However, the League could not take any action against Japan, since the only instrument of 

punishment of the League was economic sanctions and Japan’s economy was in a state of 

depression. The ineffectiveness of the League in the crisis of Manchuria (and later Abyssinia 

Crisis) shattered its very structure animal power and highlighted its minimal power on the 

international community. 

Abyssinia Crisis, 1935. 
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Very similar to the Japanese in their invasion of Manchuria, Italy implemented a massive 

invasion on Abyssinia (today as known as Ethiopia) with no declaration of war in 1935. Italy 

being an Allied power in the Great War, was not satisfied with their reward after the War. 

Additionally, the Italian people were dissatisfied because of the Mussolini government’s 

inability to implement fiscal measures against the Great Depression. To overcome this public 

dissatisfaction, Mussolini wanted to distract his people with overseas successes. In the mean 

time, since Hitler was an imminent threat to France and Britain, they wanted to remain allies 

with Italy and prevent Italy’s support for Hitler. France and Britain have established a secret 

alliance with Italy through the Hoare-Laval pact. With this pact, most of the Abyssinia was 

granted to Mussolini. After a short while, publicity spill of this secret pact happened and it 

stopped the pact from occurring. After this leakage, Abyssinia appealed to the League of 

Nations and demanded economic sanctions on Italy. Consequently, the League restricted the 

ships carrying arms and goods (but not oil) away from or to Italy. However, Italy had won the 

war in Abyssinia which reflects the big failure of the League of Nations. 

Spanish Civil War, 1936-39. 

The Spanish Civil War was a significant conflict that had devastating effects on Spain. The 

Civil War precipitated after an attempt of coup d'état against the government of the Second 

Spanish Republic, then under the leadership of president Manuel Azaña. The attempt was 

implemented by a group of Spanish Army generals. In conclusion of this conflict, the 

Republican Republic was overthrown, rebels had won and the dictatorial rule of General 

Francisco Franco was established. 

The Soviets and Mexico had supported the Republicans, while Italy and Germany was 

supporting the rebels throughout the Civil War and a plethora of new battle tactics were 

introduced which was significantly used in the wars expected to come. 

Occupation of the Rhineland, 1936. 

Rhineland is the region located in the western Germany that lies along the Rhine River. The 

region also covers the west borders of  Belgium, France, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands. 

The region is very rich of mineral resources and it has a substantially good position on the 

Rhine which contributes to an easy transportation. With the regulations of the Treaty of 

Versailles, the Rhineland was demilitarized completely under the political control of 

Germany.   In order to gain more power over the Rhineland, Germany had sent troops to the 

region and violated the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. Through this re-occupation, Hitler 
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has tested the limits of France in securing the terms of the treaty. He also ordered the troops to 

withdraw if France decides to take an action. Fortunately for Germany, France did not take 

any actions and Hitler continued to his plans of greater invasions. This re-occupation of 

Rhineland also stirred up the nationalistic feelings of the Germans and to show that they were 

denouncing both the Treaty of Versailles as well as the Locarno Pact. 

Annexation of Austria (Anschluss), 1938. 

Nazis provided an invaluable support for the Austrian National socialist Party also known as 

the Austrian Nazi Party in their political activities which put pressure ın Austrian people to 

perform an Anschluss. The Chancellor of Austria, Kurt Schuschnigg, planned a referendum 

for the Austrian citizens decide whether to merge with Germany or remain independent and 

autonomous. The estimates were supporting a vote in favour of autonomy; however, the 

Austrian Nazi party executed a successful coup d’etat which had overthrown the Schuschnigg 

government on March 11, 1938. The new government canceled the referendum and drove the 

country into a direct “Anschluss”. 

tried to create a referendum to ask the Austrian people whether they preferred to be 

independent from Germany, or merge with Germany.  Although Schuschnigg had expected the 

people of Austria to vote in favour of autonomy, the Austrian Nazi party had planned a well 

executed coup d’etat in which took place in the Austrian state of institutions in Vienna on 

March 11th.  This then caused the referendum to be cancelled and had forced Austria into 

Anschluss. 

This merge had caused many tensions in Europe at that time because the Treaty of Versailles 

was prohibiting any occurrence of Anchluss in its one of the most prominent articles. This 

way, Germany enlarged its territories and influence in Europe significantly. 

Munich Conference, 1938. 

On Sept. 29, 1938, UK’s Prime Minister Chamberlain, France’s Prime Minister Daladier, 

Italy’s Prime Minister Mussolini, and Germany’s Führer Hitler convened in Munich to discuss 

Hitler’s demand to annex the Sudetenland. The Czechoslovak President which owns the 

Sudetenland region was not even invited to the conference which would determine the fate of 

this land. In the Sudetenland there were more than 3 million Germans, and the Nazi 

propaganda was to unite all Germans outside Germany. Hitler used this population as a 

rational to obtain Sudetenland. The Nazi propaganda was also raised the notion of nationalism 



Şahinkaya MUN 2018 JCC: World War II Page !32

within the region, and this German population was encouraged to overthrow the local 

government. The meetings lasted for a very short while, one day, with the conclusion of 

giving the Sudetenland territory to Germany. In turn, they wanted Hitler’s promise not to 

annex any more territory. This promise was to be broken in the same year. This Conference 

was called as “Munich Diktat” meaning Munich Betrayal by Czechs and Slovaks. 

Through the Munich Conference, it can be argued that Hitler abused the power of 

appeasement. Other European Nations was scared because of the possibility of emergence of 

another world war, thus, they had chosen not to confront Germany but to appease Hitler. What 

they did through these appeasements was only to feed and help the strengthening of a cruel 

beast of war. Britain was happy after the conference because they thought that they have 

ensured peace, but they were unaware of the fragile and faulty nature of this peace. 

Seizure of Czechoslovakia, 1939. 

In Munich Conference, the Sudetenland was handed to Germany. This region also had the 

source of 66% of Czechoslovakia’s coal, 70% of its iron and steel, and 70% of its electrical 

power. Without these resources, Czechoslovakia was completely vulnerable for a total 

German invasion. In the aftermath of the Conference, Germany have increased its influenced 

to cover all the lands of Czechoslovakia by exerting its power  Just a few months after 

Munich Conference, Hitler broke his promise and invaded the whole Czechoslovakia in in 

March,1939. The code name for the Czech invasion was the Operation Green. By the German 

officers this operation was stated to be “set in motion by means of an 'incident' in 

Czechoslovakia, which will give Germany provocation for military intervention.” Hitler had 

invaded Czechoslovakia according to this schedule.  This seizure proved that Hitler had been 

lying at Munich, and its aspiration was not limited with a Greater Germany since Czechs and 

Slovaks were not German. After the invasion, the Great Britain discontinued the its 

appeasement policy for Germany and promised to defend Poland against a German Invasion. 

France/Poland Treaty, 1939. 

In 1939, after the Seizure of Czechoslovakia, France and the Great Britain signed a number of 

military agreement to defend Poland against the Nazi threat, because Poland had no chance to 

withhold the Germans from their lands without an military alliance. A more prominent treaty 

was signed between France and Poland that ensures the French Army’s counteract to any 

German aggression towards Poland. In the same year, Germany invaded Poland and according 
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to the terms of this treaty the French Army had come to support Poland; however, as the 

Germans started to show resistance to the French, the French had stopped immediately and 

ceased its aggression towards the German army. This situation significantly contributed th 

Hitler’s successful and complete victory over Poland. This victory had provided a stimulus for 

the German Army to mobilise more and conquer the Western side of the Europe. 

Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact, 1939. 

The Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact, also known as the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact, was 

signed between Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav Molotov and German Foreign Minister 

Joachim von Ribbentrop on August 23, 1939. In this agreement, both of the partied agreed not 

to attack each other and not to interfere with each other in any case of war. Additionally, a 

secret protocol was also included in the agreement which divides Poland into two, one part 

was allowed for German seizure and the other was for Soviet seizure. 

Invasion of Poland, 1939. 

The Invasion of Poland was the final spark that dragged Europe into another world war. This 

invasion has many names such as the September Campaign, 1939 Defensive War, Polish-

German War of 1939, or the Poland Campaign. Poland was invaded by Germany, the Soviet 

Union, and a small Slovak contingent. The invasion started on September 1, 1939, just one 

week after the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact had been signed. According to the secret protocol 

planned in the Molotov-Ribbentrop. Germany and the Soviet Union had occupied all of 

Poland. Immediately after the Invasion, the United Kingdom and its Commonwealth namely 

Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and Canada had declared war on Germany September 

3rd. Very small amounts of military help was sent to Poland by the Great Britain and France 

notwithstanding the France-Poland Treaty which had promised the French counteract to any 

German aggression towards Poland. France’s only action was mainly just declaring war not 

involving in it. Nevertheless, after the Seizure of Czechoslovakia, the Invasion of Poland had 

also significantly encouraged all European countries to discontinue to their appeasement 

policies for Germany and take an action against it. One can say that, this invasion had served 

as a start line of another global war after the Great War, namely the Second World War. A 

great deal of tactics were also introduced during this invasion. Germany used the military 

tactic of the Blitzkrieg (lightning war) in the invasion of Poland. This unprecedented tactic 

allowed a victory of conquered Poland in a very short while. By using the surprise factor, 

Hitler an upper hand in terms of military. 
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6. First Phases of the War  

The Second World War is usually considered to have begun with the German invasion of 

Poland on September 3, 1939. The first phase of the Second World War is identified as the 

“Phoney War”. This period contains limited military actions by the Great Britain and France, 

and one of the most prominent military actions was the French invasion on Germany's Saar 

district. The Saar Offensive took place from 7 to 16 September 1939 to assist Poland which 

was under invasion. The aim was to attack Germany's understrength western front. 

Nevertheless, when the Germans gain a quick victory in Poland, France had directly withdrew 

its forces without any counteraction which betrayed the the terms of France-Poland Treaty. 

Another prominent event was the Winter War in the period of the Phoney War. On November 

30, 1939, the Soviets had started to their assault on Finland. The cause of this conflict was the 

Soviet demand to obtain parts of Finnish territory, the rationale behind this assault was the the 

secret protocols of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, and the Soviet intention to protect 

Leningrad which is a city located 32 km from the Finnish border. Finland had refused to make 

concessions to Soviets and consequently, they were faced with a total Soviet invasion. In the 

first phases of this war, Finland had managed to resist and inflict significant casualties of 

Soviets. The temperatures at the time of War were ranged as as low as −43 °C. In order to 

gain a victory, Soviets reorganised and adopted different tactics, they renewed their offensive 

in February, 1940 and overcame Finnish defences. France and Britain had claimed their 

support for the Finnish and identified Soviets as a Nazi ally. In addition, there was huge 

amounts of oil transported to Nazis by the Soviets. Thereupon, France and Britain had 

planned to sabotage Soviet transportation facilities but they had failed mostly. As a 

consequence of its attack, the Soviet Union was expelled from the League of Nations and the 

British and the French decided to aid Finland militarily but the British forces were not 

dispatched before the Winter War ended and Édouard Daladier the Premier of France had 

resigned because he saw this failure as his own.  There are also many naval military 

confrontations for many years in the Northern Atlantic which Germany used its submarines 

namely U Boats. 

All in all, the Nazis invaded Denmark and Norway on 9 April, and they had achieved a 

significant victory with no confrontation with any supporter of Norway, namely the Great 

Britain and France. Britain and France sought solution in a Norwegian Campaign which aims 

to liberate Norway, which is Germany’s main source of iron ore, and then other countries. 

http://www.wiki-zero.com/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvTGVhZ3VlX29mX05hdGlvbnM


Şahinkaya MUN 2018 JCC: World War II Page !35

Unfortunately, these powers hadn’t met in an immediate common ground. Especially, there 

were heated debates on Norway at the Britain’s House of Commons which the Prime Minister 

of Britain, Neville Chamberlain, resigned. This latter period of time was also concurring with 

the German invasion of Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and France on 10 May. After 

this resignation Winston Churchill became head of the new Coalition government. 

7. Composition of the Cabinets 

a) Churchill’s War Cabinet 

Winston Churchill Prime Minister & First Lord 
of the Treasury & Minister 
of Defence

Neville Chamberlain Lord President of the 
Council

Clement Attlee Lord Privy Seal

Sir Kingsley Wood Chancellor of the Exchequer

The Viscount Halifax Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs

Herbert Morrison Home Secretary

The Viscount 
Cranborne

Secretary of State for 
Dominion Affairs
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b) The Reich Cabinet 

Ernest Bevin Minister of Labour and 
National Service

Oliver Lyttelton Minister Resident Middle 
East

Arthur Greenwood Minister Without Portfolio

The Lord Woolton Minster of Reconstruction

The Lord 
Beaverbrook

Minister of State

Adolf Hitler Chancellor

Joachim von 

Ribbentrop

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Wilhelm Frick Minister of the Interior
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Heinrich Himmler Reichsführer of the 

Schutzstaffel

Lutz Graf Schwerin 

von Krosigk 

Minister of Finance

Franz Gürtner Minister of Justice

Wilhelm Keitel Minister of War

Walther Funk Minister for Economics

Richard Walther Darré Minister for Food and 

Agriculture

Franz Seldte Minister for Labour

Joseph Gobbels Minister of Public 

Enlightenment and 

Propaganda

Rudolf Hess Reich Minister without 
Portfolio
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8. Conclusion 

The period after the Great War is unquestionably one of the hardest time periods in the history 

of the world. The outcome of the Great War mainly described and determined the scenery of 

diplomatic relations during the period. During ten years between 1920-1930, large blocks of 

regions in Eastern Europe were taken apart among countries, drawing the boundaries for 

independent countries.  

Moreover; Italy, UK, Germany, France and other countries participated in the Great War 

suffered for political and economic instability. Also, rising radical and extremist oppositions 

put Europe in a vagueness, caused by difference ideologies. Communism and fascism  crested 

during the period, exciting more supporters than ever. This destruction led to inefficient 

administration and corrupted government decisions. Various European Countries were left to 

dictatorial governments, making them an open target for the Hitler’s Germany. The Treaty of 

Versailles urged the military and economic dismemberment of Germany while including 

heavy reparations to Britain, France and other allied nations. German people were unfriendly 

to foreign states and desired the return of the great German Nation. Adolf Hitler’s leadership 

was a hope for them. Nazi Party came into power with encouraging desires of people with the 

objective of a European invasion. It can easily be understood that Germany was threatening 

the peace and future stability in Europe and in the world, twenty years after the Great War. In 

1939, Germany stirred the world up, and the war had begun. 


